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To all who have the advancement of Christian 
education at heart and who are zealous for the per- 
fection of the religious life of our teaching religious, 
the record of the first year of the Sister Formation 
Conference must be very heartening. The thought- 
ful articles that appeared in the SFC Bulletin, the 
splendid discourse of Bishop Marling, which ap- 
peared in the American Ecclesiastical Review, the 
encouraging editorial comment in America for May 
28, the exceptionally high calibre of the several re- 
gional conferences held during 1954-55 have all 
given impetus to the SFC program for a well- 
rounded and integrated formation for all Sisters 
engaged in professional work. The program of in- 
tellectual and professional formation of the Sisters, 
in the process of formulation by the SFC, supple- 
ments and complements, on the American scene, the 
program of spiritual formation legislated by the 
canon law and the various holy rules of religious 
institutes and communities. The honor and prestige 
of the Catholic school (or hospital or other social 
agency) require that the religious who conduct it 
should be at least the intellectual and professional 
peers of their counterparts in the public employ. If 
they are their peers in intellectual and professional 
training, then they will be really superior to them 
because of their religious formation and their re- 
ligious way of life. 


As the SFC enters upon its second year of study 
and discussions, and prepares for its second series 
of annual regional conferences, it is to be greatly 
praised and complimented for having chosen as its 
1955-56 theme, “The Integration of the Spiritual 
and Intellectual Elements in the Formation of the 
Sisters.” There are several fine attitudes implied 
in this theme. First, the primacy of the spiritual 


in the formation of the religious devoted to the 
active apostolate of the Church; secondly, the need 
for intellectual formation, both for the full appreci- 
ation and development of the spiritual, and for the 
competent fulfillment of the professional task which 
the Church confides to the religious; thirdly, and 
most important, the vital need for integration, the 
fusing of the saint and the scholar in the person of 
the teaching (or nursing or other social service) 
religious. I say “most important” of this third atti- 
tude, because it is only the integrated, the balanced 
personality and character that can be the “burning 
and the shining light” that our Saviour praised in 
the person of St. John the Baptist, and that the 
Holy Father recently praised so well in a letter 
addressed to the Vicar General of the Dominican 
Order. Were the formation of the Sister unmindful 
of intellectual and professional formation, she might 
well “burn” intensely with the excellence of her 
spiritual training, but she could not be the “shining 
light” that the apostolate so sorely needs. If the 
formation of the Sister were to stress her intel- 
lectual and professional preparation to the neglect 
or subordination of her spiritual formation, she 
might be a “shining light,” but she certainly would 
not “burn” with personal holiness, and even her 
“shining’’ would be dim. However, note that Our 
Lord does not speak of a burning light and a shin- 
ing light, but of a single flame, burning intensely 
and shining brightly, because it is the one person 
who must burn and shine, who must be the religious 
and the teacher (or nurse or social worker), who 
must be the contemplative and the apostle, the saint 
and the scholar. There must be not dichotomy but 
integration in the proper formation of the Sister. 
Consequently, the theme of “integration” or of “uni- 
fication” in the twofold formation of the Sisters 
has been selected, I believe, not without the loving 
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ee of the Holy Spirit, Spirit of love and of 
ight. 


If the discussions on the theme “Integration of 
the Spiritual and Intellectual Elements in the For- 
mation of Sisters” are to be as fruitful as they can 
be, they must be approached with certain healthy, 
open-minded attitudes on the part of all those vital- 
ly concerned. In the words of St. John Baptist de 
la Salle, patron of all teachers, “it is for the Church, 
which is the Body of Christ, that we are all work- 
ing.” It is to build up the Body of Christ, by the 
perfection of each of its members, that the religious 
has dedicated herself so generously to the aposto- 
late, within the framework of the religious life. 
Surely, we can take it for granted that those who 
are charged with the formation of the Sisters — 
educators, novice mistresses, major superiors — are 
all sincerely concerned to render the Sister as apt 
as possible for building up the Body of Christ, by 
the most skillful care of His members. Whatever 
stress each of the three places upon her aspect of 
the total, integrated formation of the Sisters, that 
stress is motivated by her desire to make the Sister 
better equipped to work “for the Church, which is 
the Body of Christ.” 


Yet, while devoting herself to her phase of the 
formation of the Sisters, each of the three responsi- 
ble agents — educator, novice mistress, major su- 
perior — should strive to duly appreciate the forma- 
tive mission of the other two and to view her own 
ae within the framework of the total formation 

esired. 


Attitudes of the Educator 


The educator, whose immediate concern is the 
intellectual and professional training of the re- 
ligious, must be willing to view Sister-education as 
a special type, something relatively new, which pos- 
sibly demands fresh thinking and some adaptation 
of hallowed curricular arrangements. The Sister- 
student ought not to be mentally catalogued under 
a handy heading such as “women students,” “pro- 
spective teachers,” “nursing students” etc. The 
education of Sisters merits a little more thought 
than that, and it requires more thought than that 
if her character as “bride of Christ,” and her spirit- 
ual training, and the canonical regulations that 
govern her life are to be properly evaluated as 
aspects of her total education. Such fresh thinking 
of the question, and such adaptations as will be 
suggested as its fruit, are in no way connected with 
any desire to dilute the education of the Sisters or 
to render them less than the peers of their profes- 
sional counterparts in the public service. 


The educator must also take a sympathetic and 
understanding view of the convictions and problems 
of those who are charged with the spiritual for- 
mation of the young Sisters. The novice mistress 
is striving for eternal effects in her young Sisters, 
but she needs time to accomplish her task. Im- 
portant as the task of intellectual formation ad- 
mittedly is, it cannot be imparted at the expense 
of spiritual formation, or in violation of the spirit 
or the letter of canon law, the norms, or the holy 


rule of the congregation. Give the novice mistress 
time to accomplish her task — the time allotted by 
the laws of the Church and the community — and 
then let the educator begin the task assigned to her, 
with the realization that the formative work of the 
novice mistress has not been without its beneficent 
effect upon the intellectual awakening of the young 
Sister ; conscious, too, that she who is charged with 
the intellectual training of the Sister is not without 
a serious obligation to preserve and to amplify 
the spiritual formation imparted by the novitiate 
proper. 


Finally, for the sake of fruitful discussion, if 
for no other reason, we might concede initially that 
the integration highlighted in this year’s theme may 
even improve the curriculum. It is not merely con- 
ceivable, but highly probable, that the tightly inte- 
grated program of Sister Formation, that works for 
the formation of her heart and head, in a unified 
program in which several agencies collaborate — 
educators, novice mistresses, major superiors — may 
impart a better education than that currently offered 
to secular students, whether in curricula especially 
designed for the education of women, or in those 
in which women are merely fitted into the pattern 
designed for the education of men. The systems 
of integrated formation developed in Institutes of 
Teaching Brothers, and the results achieved in the 
formation of their young religious, support this 
thesis and provide a practical case in point. 


Attitudes of the Novice Mistress 


I am sure that the novice mistresses realize that 
the educators, and all those who strive for the better 
intellectual formation of the Sisters, are not secular- 
minded, are not lacking in regard for the spiritual 
life, do not value virtue and holiness below academic 
degrees and knowledge. The intellectual-formation 
people know that one must be a burning before be- 
ing a shining light, that the perfecting of the mind 
must not be preferred to the perfecting of the will 
and heart, that knowledge is not virtue. You can 
be assured that Christian educators are fully con- 
vinced of the primacy of the spiritual in the total 
formation of the religious, and that they view in- 
tellectual formation, among other things, as a valu- 
able assistance in spiritual development. 


To insure unity and simplicity in the spiritual 
formation of the young religious, the Church wisely 
builds a more ample cloister around the novitiate, 
and excludes from contact with the novices not only 
seculars but other religious of the institute as well. 
Thus, the individual and personal direction given 
by the novice mistress to the young Sister-novice 
can have its maximum effect in proper spiritual 
formation. Some of this more ample cloister is 
maintained when the young Sister is promoted from 
the novitiate proper to the “second year” or to the 
house of studies. But once the Sisters enter upon 
this period of intellectual formation, other religious 
besides their mistress will have to be in touch with 
them, other minds than that of the mistress will be 
in contact with the minds of the young Sisters. The 
contact of these other minds, charged with the intel- 
lectual development of the young religious, will be 
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a valuable supplement to the all important direction 
of the mistress. 


Ordinarily, the novice mistress has been herself a 
teacher and local administrator before being chosen 
for her most important task of forming the young 
women into religious according to the pattern of 
the holy rule and traditions of the community. She 
knows, therefore, that intellectual formation and 
professional training for the apostolate of the class- 
room are vital and cannot be isolated altogether 
from instruction in the religious life and spirit as 
they exist in her community. She is forming re- 
ligious whose whole life will be lived in the atmos- 
phere of education, of teaching, of the spiritual and 
intellectual formation of the members of the Body 
of Christ. To isolate the intellectual and profession- 
al training of the young Sisters from their for- 
mation in the spiritual life, would be to train them 
for a life they will never live. 


Attitudes of the Major Superior 


Perhaps there are no more harassed people in the 
world than the major superiors of religious Orders 
and congregations. They alone must make the most 
far-reaching and momentous decisions in areas the 
most diverse: spiritual, psychological, financial, edu- 
cational, architectural. But none of their many and 
weighty responsibilities is so important to the con- 
gregation as a whole, to its convents and schools, 
to its individual religious, and to the mission it 
fulfills in building up the Body of Christ, which is 


His Church, as the proper formation of the young 
religious. This is vastly more important than the 
many details that plague the existence and devour 
the time of the major superior. Of all the three 
groups that form the SFC, and are vitally concerned 
in the formation of the young Sisters, the major 
superiors are certainly the most important group 
and the one most deeply concerned. That is why 
they are so actively concerned about the SFC and 
participate so actively in its important discussions. 
Moreover, it is the major superiors who will be 
called upon eventually to make decisions relative 
to the adoption and adaptation to their communities, 
of the valuable plans that will emerge for the total 
formation of the young religious. The major su- 
perior knows better than any other the situation 
of the Sisters on the mission; she realizes more than 
any other the problems and difficulties, the person- 
ality adjustments and the discouragements, the 
strengths and weaknesses in apostolic effectiveness 
of her subjects. No one better than the major 
supertor can realize the baneful effects of a for- 
mation that is one-sided, incomplete, or lacking in 
integration. And no one can be more helpful in 


revising formation programs which will lessen, and_ 39 — 


even avoid, these evils. 


Like any great work in Church or State, the 
work of the SFC requires the generous collaboration 
and mutual trust of all those engaged in Sister 
formation. The results of the Conference can be 
momentous in good for the individual religous com- 
munity and for the great teaching (or nursing or 
other social) apostolate of the Church. 


_ “As a matter of fact, the exercise of the acquired 
virtues, under the control of reason, is not without 
significance for one’s receptivity to infused grace. 
The religious errs who, under pretext of sanctity, 
disdains the demands of a natural perfection. There 
is here posed the problem of humanist culture. The 
necessities of the apostolate have augmented the 
urgency of this culture, but it did not escape the 
legislators of primitive monasticism, as evidenced 
in St. Pachomius’s ruk, which forbade the admission 
of illiterates. This also is in accord with reason — 
or let us say, rather, with good sense, as St. Francis 
de Sales recalled so often.” 


Trans. from Rev. Michael Olphe-Galliard, S.J., Pro- 
fessor Asceticae et Mysticae in Instituto 
Catholico Tolosano, Acta et Documenta Con- 
gressus Generalis de Statibus Perfectionis 
(Rome, 1950), t. 1, 189. 


“Each congregation has its spirit. Its spirit is 
a gift of God, a primitive form of grace. Not only 
would there never be any question of renouncing it, 
nor of practicing I know not what kind of fusion 
that would only be confusion, but it is rather a 
qvestion of rediscovering that spirit in all its purity 
and in all its native vigor, so that it can contribute 
to the solution of our problem. Its loss would be 


an infidelity and an abuse of grace. Adaptation is 
a rediscovery and deepening of that spirit. 


“This next point of view is essential though less 
well-known. The distinct and unique congregations 
ought to be aware that they make up collectively a 
whole, that they are collectively a means in the hand 
of God for the fulfilling of His designs. They ought 
therefore to unite in the diversity of their spirits 
in a higher unity which will reveal to them their 
indivisible responsibility .... 


“This union between the total outlay of needs 
on the one hand and on the other the awareness of 
the ‘body’ of the congregations is a rigorous neces- 
sity .... For it is from that aloné that there 
can spring these undertakings, coordinations, re- 
divisions and redistributions, this economy of forces 
which are good and wholesome only if they are 
spontaneously determined in the contact of end and 
means.” 


Trans. from His Excellency, Msgr. Archbishop Gar- 
rone, Coadjutor of Toulouse, at the general 
reunion of teaching religious in his diocese 
(Dec., 1954), “La Mission des Religieuses 
Enseignantes dans un Diocese,” Pages d’In- 
formation (Mars, 1955), p. 11. 
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LOCATING THE PROBLEMS IN SF CONFERENCE THEME, 1955-56 


Reverend Robert J. Henle, S.J. 
Dean of the Graduate School 
Saint Louis University, St. Louis, Missouri 


“The integration of the spiritual and intellectual 
elements in the formation of Sisters” has been pro- 
posed as the central theme for next year’s Sister 
Formation conferences. I have been asked to open 
the subject by discussing briefly the problem in- 
volved and the various principles which may bear 
on its solution. I do not intend, therefore, to de- 
velop a solution. I shall simply attempt to expand 
the subject itself and to locate the problems. 


The question obviously concerns the formation 
of the individual Sister and her transformation into 
an integrated human, Christian and religious person- 
ality. Thus conceived it looks, first of all, to the 
self-perfection of the religious herself, but this can- 
not be adequately considered without reference to 
the activities of the Sister. These activities are an 
intrinsic part of the life of the Sister, and her for- 


()--mation must prepare her to lead that life with 


personal and apostolic profit. Moreover, the effect- 
iveness of activity is a function of the person en- 
yaged. The formation of the Sister, both for her 
own sake and for the sake of her work, must be 
related to the activities to which she will be devoted. 
The question must, therefore, be set with a flexible 
view to different sorts of communities. 


I take it that the problem is proposed as a cur- 
rent one, having some special urgency at the present 
time. If we reflect on the reasons for this feeling 
that purely traditional practices are not adequate, 
we shall locate another element which should, in 
part, control a solution. The current development 
of human culture, the changing society in which 
religious live and act open new possibilities of de- 
velopment and make new demands on our Sisters. 
A religious community in which the general culture 
and technical knowledge remained below the level 
of the surrounding society would not be making use 
of its opportunities and would be unable adequately 
to serve and influence that society. 


The activities of the Sisters and the culture in 
which we live thus supply a concrete and temporal 
frame of reference within which the question must 
be considered. The solutions which emerge will be 
historical ones, not ideals, absolute and unchanging, 
deduced from general principles. However, even so 
concrete a solution must draw on and be formed by 
= fundamental principles of theology and philoso- 
phy. 


It is precisely in a problem of this sort that 
principles must not only be applied but must be re- 
thought and re-interpreted. When changes are to 
be made, we must be sure of our principles; other- 
wise the changes may indeed correspond to a tempo- 
ral situation but yet fail to correspond to our pro- 
foundest knowledge, to supernatural wisdom. More- 
over, longstanding applications of principles often 


come to be commonly identified with the principles 
themselves. A mistake made here can give rise (de- 
pending on its direction) either to an unreasonable 
traditionalism or an unwise and disastrous spirit of 
change. We must, therefore, have a conscious pos- 


— of our principles and apply them exactly and 
fully. 


Obviously, the doctrinal framework for the dis- 
cussion must be found in the relations between the 
natural and the supernatural. Here we will find such 
questions as: How and to what extent is natural 
perfection the potential and material ground of 
supernatural perfection? If grace does not destroy 
but perfects nature, does it make natural means of 
perfection unnecessary? To what extent, if at all, 
does grace dispense with natural preparation for 
activities such as teaching, nursing, etc.? 


More Restricted Problems 


Within this general frame, there are a number 
of more restricted problems. What, for example, is 
the per se relation between knowledge and moti- 
vation, understanding and right action? Is theo- 
logical and philosophical knowledge of any value, 
or unnecessary, for prayer and contemplation? Has 
the cultivation of appetite and sensitivity through 
literature and art any influence on moral appreci- 
ation and moral judgment? History would seem 
to indicate that a Christian barbarian is possible. 
Can we, without human education, without culti- 
vation of the natural virtues, turn a Clovis into 
an Augustine, the Christian barbarian into the full 
Christian, whose character and personality answer, 
in every respect, the full demands of the Christian 
ideal? Or to put the difficulty differently: A good 
Christian child is possible, even a saintly child. But 
what is necessary to produce the Christian adult, 
true Christian maturity? 


It is obvious that natural goods are wholly sub- 
ordinated to supernatural and must, at least in some 
cases, be sacrificed. The Christian is bound to care 
for his health and to protect his life but, faced with 
martyrdom, he must indeed surrender all that. To 
what extent does the supernatural enforce natural 
goods? To what extent does it substitute for or dis- 
pense with them? Does the supernatural re-enforce 
the demands of natural justice? Does the “grace of 
office or vocation” supply for the lack of technical 
nurse’s training? Does a supernatural end justify 
placing an untrained teacher in the classroom? 


I have, very briefly, suggested that the discussion 
should be carried on within two frames of reference: 
namely, the concrete and current circumstances of 
our times and the profoundest knowledge of grace 
and human nature. All our knowledge, drawn from 
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revelation and nature, from theology and philosophy, 
from the long clinical experience of the Church as 
well as from the behavioral sciences must be applied 
in a wise and profound way. For, after all, the 
problem of the formation of Sisters is the problem 


of developing the perfect Christian, the Christian 
adult, the Christian gentlewoman, prepared, in grace 
and nature, for living and doing which will be a 
reasonable service as well as an heroic service and 
self-surrender. 


THE STATUS OF COMMUNITY EXPANSION: 
BEARING ON SISTER FORMATION POLICIES 
Sister Mary Helene, C.H.M. 


Marycrest College, Davenport, lowa 


In the March, 1955, issue of the Sister Formation 
Bulletin, Sister Mary Teresa Francis, B.V.M., has 
brought into focus the extent of the national prob- 
lem in Catholic education from the point of view 
of expanding enrollments. The concern has been 
expressed, again and again, that there is little hope 
of a vocation increase adequate to meet these rapid- 
ly growing needs. An effort will be made in this 
article to present a brief analysis of the relation- 
ship between present expansion of religious com- 
munities and expansion of the Catholic schoo! en- 
rollment, and the ratio of novitiate membership to 
professed Sisters. 


Figure 1 represents a comparison of the growth 
in elementary school enrollments and the increase 
in numbers of Sisters, exclusive of cloistered com- 
munities. Percentages are calculated on the basis 
of increase over the 1947 figures. The projected in- 
crease to 1960 is shown in each case by the broken 
lines. The rate of growth of enrollment for the 
elementary schools is 6.6 per cent per year. This 
figure is based on the actual enrollment of ele- 
mentary schools, private and parochial, for the 
period 1947 to 1955. The rate of increase in num- 
bers of Sisters is 1.8 per cent per year. For this 
figure the statistics from individual communities 
serving in the United States were compiled, exclud- 
ing cloistered communities. From these data it can 
be seen that the enrollment of elementary school 
children is increasing at the rate of 3.7 times that 
of the increase in numbers of Sisters; and the Sister- 
hoods, obviously, are also engaged in other fields of 
the apostolate besides teaching. 


Figure 2 is a comparison of the rate of increase 
in per cent over the 1947 figures of the number of 
novices, postulants, and professed Sisters in religi- 
ous communities in the United States, exclusive of 
non-teaching cloistered communities. The calculated 
rate of increase of novices and postulants is 3.7 per 
cent per year, as indicated by the broken lines. The 
rate of increase of professed religious is 1.8 per cent 
per year. 


Figure 3 shows the ratio of novices and postu- 
lants to professed religious, again exclusive of non- 
teaching cloistered communties. The broken line in 
the graph represents a rate of increase of 0.2 per 


cent annually for both novices and postulants. The 
data for this figure were obtained by determining 
the ratio in per cent of novices and postulants to 
professed religious for each community listed in 
the Official Catholic Directory (New York) for the 
period 1947-1955. Use was also made of the sta- 


tistical tables in Commentarium Pro Religiosis Et— 41 — 


Missionariis (Rome). 
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Fig. 1. Percentage increase over 1947 of elementary grade pupils and pro- 
fessed Sisters. @ indicates increase of elementary grade pupils; X the 
increase of professed Sisters. Projected increase to 1960 indicated by 


broken lines. For a corresponding enroll t projection in numerical values 
see Sister Mary Teresa Francis, B.V.M., “The National Problem in Catholic 
Education,” SF BULLETIN (March, 1955), pp. 11-12. 
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Tables I and II show a breakdown of the ratios 
of novices and postulants to professed Sisters for 
the various-sized communities and for the non- 
teaching cloistered communities. In each case the 
overall average was computed on the basis of total 
numbers of communities. 


As many s —- have observed in their present 
planning for Sister formation, it does not seem 
reasonable to consider the present state of affairs 


as a mere temporary crisis to be met expeditiously 
by putting all available Sisters into the classroom, 
regardless of preparation. The situation is here to 
stay. Solid planning for Sister formation along the 
line of the high standards approach is a policy many 
are pursuing. Even if short-cutting were just — to 
teacher and pupil and parents — it is obvious that 
it forms no solution to a permanent and growing 
problem in the schools. 


TABLE I 
Ratio in Per Cent of Novices to Professed Religious 
Size of 
Community Year 
1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 
50 orless 13.4 13.6 15.9 16.2 13.3 145 15.6 143 13.9 
51 to 150 5.9 6.7 6.7 14 7.6 7.8 7.8 8.5 8.1 
151 to 300 5.9 6.2 6.5 6.4 6.7 6.9 6.7 6.8 6.8 
301 to 500 5.1 5.5 5.7 5.7 6.3 6.3 6.0 6.1 6.3 
501to 1000 4.3 4.8 4.8 4.8 5.0 4.9 5.1 5.0 5.0 
Over 1000 4.7 5.2 5.2 5.5 5.3 5.4 5.3 4.9 4.9 
Overall Average 6.4 6.9 3 7.5 7.5 7.8 7.9 7.8 7.9 
(exclusive of non-teaching contemplatives). 
Contemplatives 
only 15.9 18.6 166 22.0 19.4 20.3 22.0 165 14.3 


TABLE II 
Ratio in Per Cent of Postulants to Professed Religious 
Size of 
Community Year 
1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 
50 orless 10.4 9.8 12.7 13.4 11.7 13.6 9.6 6 10.8 
51 to 150 4$ 82 & 5. 54 58 56 56 6 
151 to 300 3.9 4.0 4.1 44 4.3 4.4 4.3 4,5 
301 to 500 3.2 3.2 3.5 3.5 3.7 3.5 3.5 4.2 
501 to 1000 3.0 2.9 3.3 3.2 3.2 3.3 3.1 3.1 3.3 
Over 1000 3.4 2.9 2.8 3.1 3.2 3.6 3.1 3.4 3.2 
Overall Average 4.4 4.5 5.0 5.2 5.5 4.9 5.7 
(exclusive of non-teaching 
Contemplatives 
only 33.7 1635 178 168 267 2174 #1058 


MOTHER CELINE HOUSE OF STUDIES AND FORDHAM UNIVERSITY 


Reverend John F. Dwyer, S. J., Supervisor of Extensions 
Fordham University School of Education 
New York City 


The Sisters of the Resurrection in the United 
States form a small community of approximately 
400 members divided into two provinces. The com- 
munity wishes its young members to have, before 
entering the classroom and in addition to the year 
of novitiate, four years of college training culmi- 
nating in the Bachelor’s degree. Both novitiates are 
small, and the community has no college of its own 
which might supervise the training of the young 
Sisters and grant academic credit for their work. 
These are the essential facts basic to an understand- 
ing of Mother Celine House of Studies. 


Fordham university’s cooperation in the training 
program of this community dates back to 1948, but 
has its formal basis in a detailed agreement drawn 
up and signed in 1951 by the Provost of the Uni- 
versity and the Mother General of the Sisters of 
the Resurrection. Most of the provisions of this 
agreement are incorporated in the Bulletin of 
Mother Celine House of Studies which is a privately 
mimeographed statement of the aims, organization, 
equipment and program of this community training 
school. Mother Celine will be best understood from 
a study of these two documents; hence, the follow- 
ing description will embody their provisions with 
oo added wherever they are judged help- 
ful. 


The following historical statement from the 
Bulletin explains this community’s need and des- 


cribes a situation which will ring familiar echoes 
in many other communities: 


This [previous] training program was found inade- 
quate on all counts for the teachers of the com- 
munity. Many of the Sisters were sent after their 
novitiate to small towns where there was no oppor- 
tunity for [in-service] collegiate study. For those so 
situated that they could attend college, part-time 
teaching and part-time study, over the many years 
required to secure the Bachelor’s degree, tended to 
render both mediocre. The combined pressure of class- 
room work and personal study injured the health of 
many of the young women. Most serious of all, their 
religious life suffered, because the spiritual training 
of the novitiate, always recognized in Catholic circles 
as merely an introduction and foundation, could not 
in these circumstances be developed in the local resi- 
dences of the Sisters and properly integrated with 
professional study and activity. 


The Preamble to the formal agreement thus ex- 
a the purpose of Mother Celine House of 
tudies: 


To contribute to the effort to provide young teachers 

of religious communities with a complete academic 

preparation before they enter service in the class- 

room, and to help secure this preparation in circum- 

stances that seem best calculated to maintain and 

= the spiritual development of the young re- 
gious 


The Bulletin adds certain details: 


The purpose of the House of Studies is peienalip te 
provide the initial academic and professional prepa- 


ration of the future elementary school teachers of 
the community and to serve us their residence while 
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they complete requirements for the Bachelor’s degree 
at Fordham University School of Education. Its con- 
comitant objective is to secure these preparations in 
circumstances that seem best calculated to maintain 
and advance the moral, spiritual and religious de- 
velopment the young religious has already received 
in the novitiate, and thus achieve the careful and 
complete integration of her contemplative and pro- 
fessional life. 


The chief features of Mother Celine’s affiliation 

on the part of Fordham is the University’s credit 
and responsibility for all academic work, so that 
Mother Celine House of Studies’ transcripts are 
always Fordham University School of Education 
transcripts. To implement the responsibility it thus 
assumes, the University exercises supervision over 
the entire academic program at Mother Celine. This 
includes visitations and the approval of the curricu- 
lum, admissions policy, library and equipment, ex- 
aminations and faculty appointments. The parallel 
but integrated spiritual and cultural program for 
the young Sisters is the community’s serious re- 
sponsibility. 


Mother Celine’s relationship with Fordham be- 
gan as a simple extension; in 1954, however, the 


— 44—extension was given stronger recognition by the 


New York State Department of Education as an 
institutional branch of Fordham University School 
of Education. 


Student Body 


The student body of Mother Celine comprises 
members of the community who are not currently 
teaching and who have never previously taught as 
religious in schools conducted by the Sisters of the 
Resurrection. These limitations are sacred rules 
rigidly enforced because they reduce the perennial 
temptation to interrupt the studies of the young 
Sisters or to substitute in-service for pre-service 
study and professional training. They automatically 
exclude from classes at Mother Celine the Sister who 
is given a teaching assignment, or who is sent out 
as a temporary substitute. 


Another rule, one of whose effects is to place a 
premium upon continued pre-service training for 
the young Sisters, is that which establishes ten 
pupils as the minimum enrollment in any class. The 
- primary purpose of this rule is to aid in assuring 
good teaching by preventing the class situation from 
degenerating towards private coaching. Another 
effect is to keep young Sisters out of the classroom 
until they are trained. 


Sister-students at Mother Celine automatically 
become candidates for the degree of Bachelor of 
Science in Education at Fordham. Hence, the aca- 
demic requirements for admission are identical with 
those of the undergraduate department of Fordham 
University School of Education. Students may be 
admitted in three classifications: as fully matricu- 
lated if they meet all requirements; as conditionally 
matriculated, if they have some technical deficiency 
which may be made up within a year; and on pro- 
bation for one year when the high school record is 
not promising, but the students themselves reveal 
capabilities during postulancy and novitiate. 


Curriculum and Program 


The fact that Mother Celine students are candi- 
dates for the Bachelor’s degree at Fordham Univers- 
ity School of Education has counselled a very close 
integration between the program of courses in the 
two institutions. 


At the present time, Mother Celine students are 
allowed to take there two and one-half academic 
years of college work. As library, faculty and other 
equipment justify expansion, the curriculum per- 
mitted may be increased to ninety-six points, or 
three years of college work. This is the maximum 
possible as a division of Fordham, since the Uni- 
versity is held to require one year or thirty-two 
points of residence credit for the baccalaureate. The 
present arrangement represents eighty of the one 
hundred and twenty-eight points of credit required 
for Fordham’s Bachelor of Science in Education de- 
gree. They attend Fordham University School of 
Education courses for the remaining one and one- 
half academic years or forty-eight points required 
for the degree. The ultimate criterion the University 
applies to decide the value of courses given at 
Mother Celine is the ability of its students to do a 
like or superior standard of work in University 
classrooms. 


The course program offered at Mother Celine is 
chosen from those courses to which Fordham Uni- 
versity School of Education regularly admits lower 
division undergraduates. Strictly upper division and 
major elective courses are not offered. 


The present course program is about equally di- 
vided between liberal arts and professional edu- 
cation courses. The cultural field is represented by 
a selection of courses in art, economics, English, 
history, modern language, philosophy, speech and 
theology. 


Students may complete their eighty points of 
course work at Mother Celine according to either 
of two plans. Under Plan A the student completes 
her maximum of eighty points at Mother Celine 
within two and a half calendar years and then at- 
tends Fordham classes for the remainder of her 
course work. 


Plan B allows the student to arrange a coordi- 
nated program of courses to be taken simultaneously 
at Mother Celine and at Fordham and extending 
over four years. The two components under this 
plan are so coordinated as to form one integral 
program. Its main features are as follows: the 
freshman and sophomore years are devoted chiefly 
to required cultural and basic educational courses 
which are pursued for the most part at Mother 
Celine; courses in educational methods are pursued 
in junior year, chiefly at Mother Celine; practice 
teaching is reserved for senior year. Upper division 
and major elective courses are taken at Fordham 
during junior and senior years. 


Superiors and educational officials of the com- 
munity have preferred Plan B because of the op- 
portunity it provides for a more gradual initiation 
of the young Sisters into general and outside pro- 
fessional contacts. 


f 
4 
M4 
3 
| 
| 
| 


SISTER FORMATION BULLETIN 


Faculty and Organization 


Mother Celine House of Studies is organized 
along the lines of a Junior college, with the aim of 
becoming eventually an independent institution di- 
rectly under the New York State Department of 
Education. To this end it endeavors to meet, as 
rapidly as circumstances allow, the requirements 
for registration and approval by that department. 


Its own Board of Trustees appoints the usual 
administrative officers who, in turn, make faculty 
appointments and recommendations and actively di- 
rect the work of the institution. They appoint -the 
necessary faculty committees. The University dis- 
courages appointment of the community’s mistress 
of novices or mistress of postulants to any position 
on the faculty of its extension. 


The faculty at Mother Celine comprises five full- 
time members and other part-time members. They 
are members of the community or externs. Mem- 
bers of the instructional staff hold the Master’s de- 
gree and do not teach any subject in which they do 
not have at least an eight-point minor sequence at 
the graduate level, supported by a related under- 
graduate minor. They do not teach simultaneously 
on the high school and college levels, except when 
occasional approval is granted for exception involv- 
ing such special fields as art, music, science and 
elementary subjects. 


Fordham university exercises its right to ap- 
prove faculty appointments and to supervise in- 
struction by conferences, class visitation and ap- 
proval of examinations. 


Facilities 


Mother Celine House of Studies is in itself a 
mansion-type residence located on a tract of ap- 
proximately eighteen acres at Harrison in suburban 
Westchester County. The drive to either the Bronx 
Campus or the City Hall Division of Fordham re- 
quires not more than fifty-five minutes. The build- 
ing is devoted to the usual living accommodations 
for a religious community and houses, in addition, 
classrooms, the library and the office. It does 
not have laboratories since the laboratory science 
courses are taken at Fordham. 


Of its facilities the library is the most important 
from an educational point of view. It is a large 
high-ceilinged and well-lighted room which easily 
seats sixty students at the usual library tables. It 
has facilities for projection. Initially of very modest 
proportions, its holdings expanded until now they 
total more than 5,000 titles. It regularly receives 
43 periodicals. Expansion to 7,000 titles within two 
more years is planned; thereafter provision for pro- 
gressive development has been made by the adoption 
of a budget based upon a per capita expenditure. 


A trained librarian directs the library according 
to accepted techniques. The room is open to faculty 
and students all day, while the services of the li- 
brarian or her student assistants are available to 
them from 10:00 to 12:00 a.m. and from 1:00 to 
3:00 p.m. 


The librarian confers as needful with the City 
Hall Division Librarian of the University and re- 
ports annually to the University on accessions and 
quarterly on library use. 


College Life 


Parallel but closely integrated with the program 
of formal courses pursued under Fordham’s super- 
vision, the Bulletin describes another program of 
religious, intellectual, social and physical activities 
which it heads “College Life”. Needless to say, the 
activities in this category have been entirely the 
responsibility of the dean of the institution. 


Under the heading of religious and spiritual 
activities are described the usual community re- 
ligious practices together with the special program 
of guidance furnished the young Sisters to help each 
achieve the careful and complete integration of her 
contemplative and professional life. Intellectual and 
professional activities include the special weekly 
classes on the community’s own special spirit and 
system of education, the extra-curricular musical 
and dramatic programs and the Sisters’ planned 


visits to schools, museums, teacher institutes and 


other sources of broader educational experience. 
Special emphasis is placed in this program upon the 
group discussion with a view to giving the Sisters 
a wide grasp and deep understanding of current 
events and educational topics and to developing in 
them the ability to form sound judgments and un- 
biased opinions. 


Fees and Finances 


For student-Sisters who register for courses at 
Mother Celine House of Studies, the community pays 
only a registration fee of $5.00 at each registration. 
Hence, the maximum cost per year per person for 
these Sisters is $15.00, even though they carry the 
maximum load of thirty-eight points of credit dur- 
ing two semesters and a summer session. 


For student-Sisters of Mother Celine who attend 
classes at Fordham university, the community pays 
the current registration, tuition and other fees as 
set for undergraduate religious. 


The directress of Mother Celine submits annual- 
lv to the dean of Fordham University School of 
Education a statement of educational expenditures 
for her institution. The breakdown of items speci- 
fies administrative and instructional salaries, in- 
cluding the contributed services of religious, library 
and operational expenses. This report is drawn up 
as closely as practical according to the forms of fi- 
nancial report currently in use for colleges by the 
New York State Department of Education. 


EDITOR'S NOTE: As explained in the March issue of the BULLETIN, 
this paper is one of a series presenting possible ways of arranging effective- 
ly for the pre-service education of Sisters. Previous articles were by Brother 
Bonaventure Thomas, F.S.C., and by Dr. Roy J. Deferrari. This institution- 
al branch setup is described by way of encouragement and suggestion for 
other communities, who will see its obvious possibility for the simultaneous 
imparting of the spiritual formation of the juniorate program. This very 
important experiment is evidence of what can be done at very reasonable 
cost to a community, even when the total number of students is small, to 
maintain a carefully planned program in accord with rigid university re- 
quirements. Another article of this series will follow in October. 
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PHILOSOPHY IN THE EDUCATION OF A RELIGIOUS TEACHER 


Reverend Charles A. Hart 
Secretary, American Catholic Philosophical Association 
Catholic University of America 
Washington, D. C. 


These observations are presented in response to 
an invitation of the editor of the Sister Formation 
Bulletin and by way of an extension of remarks 
made by the writer at the joint session of the 
National Catholic Educational association and the 
American Catholic Philosophical association at At- 
lantic City, N. J., on the evening of April 13 of this 
year. The subject of the panel discussion was: 
“Child-Centered School: Dogma or Heresy” led by 
Rev. Francis J. Wade, S.J., of Marquette university 
and Rev. Edward Dwyer, O.S.A., of Villanova uni- 
versity. The speakers agreed that in a Catholic 
philosophy of education such a view was unaccept- 
able in that it left out quite completely the absolutely 
essential place of a Creator in the student’s educative 
process. It was typical of the so-called humanism 
of John Dewey and his followers in which there was 
recognition of no higher reality in the process of 


or. —evolution than man himself. Indeed in such an un- 


realistic approach no one suffered more than the 
child himself who was being trained from that view- 
point. 


In the discussion from the floor this writer ob- 
served that however specious the child-centered 


_school philosophy could be shown to be it had a 


very considerable attractiveness even for Christian 
parents who vaguely knew that nothing less than a 
God-centered school could be accepted by anyone 
who professed his belief in the existence of God as 
Creator and in addition accepted the revealed truth 
of the Incarnation of the Son of God and the con- 
tinuation of that Incarnation through time in the 
Church of Christ, His Mystical Body. 


Actually the so-called Deweyan philosophy of the 
child-centered school is the present day secularist’s 
attempt to achieve the respectability of an education- 
al philosophy. It is being presented as the very 
essence of what is required for education in a 
democracy. Recognizing no authority higher than 
collective man himself it quickly labels an opposing 
God-centered school as authoritarian with the impli- 
cation that in this case there is something sinister 
and especially anti-democratic in this authority be- 
cause it dares to assume a sovereignty over man 
himself, even though it be man’s Creator. Naturally 
the appeal to parents will not be neglected in this 
secularist approach. What could be more flattering, 
and apparently sympathetic, to such parents at first 
sight than to make their own young offspring the 
very raison d’etre for the school. Indeed, come to 
think of it, was there ever a school, or any teacher 
in a school, really worthy of the high honor of guid- 
ing their scions through the intricacies of the learn- 
ing process? In the present crisis in educational 
control in this country it should be assumed that 
no possibility will be left unexplored to misrepresent 
the religious school’s position in this question. 


In this struggle which grows in intensity in a 
multitude of ways it may be well to take a brief 


look at some of the implications of our own God- 
centered philosophy from the standpoint of the 
training of the religious teacher. We suggest that 
this Christian philosophy of education will be no 
more dominant than the crystal clear understanding 
of it in the minds of the rank and file of its teachers 
in the field. To little purpose will be the noble pro- 
nouncements of administrators, philosophers, or 
theologians whose profound observations, however 
sound, have not been integrated into the minds of 
those who have the actual business of day by day 
contact with the individual pupils to be taught. 


At the outset we should agree that, strictly speak- 
ing, we as Catholics would have to insist that there 
is both a Catholic theology of education and a 
Catholic philosophy of education. Once we grant 
the existence of a revealed supernatural end for man 
to be ultimately achieved also by supernatural means 
we can live by nothing less than a Catholic theology 
of education. Yet in granting this initial truth we 
are really not in any way minimizing the importance 
of the strictly reasoned report of reality which 
constitutes the proper domain of Christian philoso- 
phy for the reason that ordinarily the one door to 
a real understanding of the profound mysteries of 
faith, beyond some superficial memorized catechetic- 
al grasp of such revealed truth, is through this same 
Christian philosophy. This is true particularly in 
the latter’s highest reaches in what is called meta- 
physics, the science of being simply as being or 
existing. The main reason for this considerable de- 
pendence of theology on metaphysics is not hard to 
see. Actually divine revelation is primarily con- 
cerned with the very existence of man in relation 
to God who is the Self Existent Being, the creature- 
Creator relation. It is, therefore, in terms of being 
and its aspects, or transcendentals, as they are 
called, oneness, truth and goodness, and their further 
determinations, efficient and final causality, essence, 
nature, subsistence, person, that we further explore 
by reason this creature-Creator relation. 


In a word metaphysics, or ultimate philosophy, 
provides the rational instrument whereby we may 
to some extent explore the mysteries of the Trinity 
and the Incarnation and the multitude of conse- 
quences for human life which flow from these pro- 
found truths. Not without reason does the Church 
require a thorough and complete course in philoso- 
phy as preliminary to the study of theology in her 
seminarian. We hear much today of theology for 
the layman. This is an excellent movement. The 
Gospels are literally “good news” which must be 
shouted from the housetops. They are not some 
kind of esoteric knowledge to be kept secret for the 
exclusive understanding of some favored initiated 
class. But if the theology which develops from 
revelation is to be really understood the prerequisite 
training in philosophy must be undertaken as the 
price of admission to the higher domain. 
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The river will not rise higher than its source. 
For all practical purposes the ordinary classroom 
teacher is the source within that unit of the religious 
educational system. Nor can she ever yield her 
character as an individual human person, sui juris, 
and incommunicable, within that system. She is 
therefore a human person before she is a member 
of a religious community or a teacher in that com- 
munity. The most precious thing she can possibly 
bring to that religious community and to the 
Church’s educational system is precisely that indi- 
vidual personality. Even while the common good is 
to be attained the priceless value of the individual 
person must also be preserved. Surely she needs 


technical training in the teaching of reading and 


writing and the other elements of the curriculum in 
order that in that area she may be an effective 
teacher. But she also needs training as a human 
person, an image of God destined for the Beatific 
Vision by the saving power of the Son of God. In 
a God-centered school she cannot be a mere machine 
who knows how to teach reading and geography and 
what have you. She also is working out her salvation 
in this type of school along with the pupils she 
guides. Both are working for that end together. 
As between technical training of the teacher and 
training to perfect her own soul as that image of 
God there should be no question of where priority 
is located. 


But in a sensible system there need be no choos- 
ing between strictly technical and personal training. 
Both must have a place. A careful survey of re- 
ligious teacher training would all too often show 
that the human person is sacrificed for the profes- 


sional teacher with the not too seldom unhappiness 
that means discontented endurance of religious vo- 
cation or ultimate rejection of it. This is indeed a 
mistake of a costly character in these days of scarc- 
ity of vocations with an accompanying increased 
demand for religious teachers in our rapidly grow- 
ing religious school system. A teacher who is asked 
to teach the mystery of God and man’s mysterious 
relation with Him as the center of all learning has 
a right to something more than a superficial cate- 
chetical knowledge of her subject if she is to have 
anything like that confidence in her task which alone 
can give joy to her work and subtly convey that joy 
of the spirit to her pupils. 


The so-called cultural subjects in such a teacher’s 
training really have a way of turning out to be 
more practical than some of the supposedly entirely 
practical subjects which often bulk so large in the 
normal school program. Surely a human person who 
is so generous of self as to give up her whole life 
to the cause of Catholic education deserves a careful 
consideration of those elements in her education 
which look to her own peace of mind and happiness 
as well as her technical training, even when she asks 


nothing for herself. Out of our differences, that is — 


to say our individual personalities, alone can we 
make our most effective contribution to the high 
cause of Catholic education. No system, no com- 
munity, can afford to diminish that most precious 
possession of individual personality so freely offered 
for the Church’s objectives. There is an obligation 
to the teacher as a person as well as to the pupil. 


Only at our peril may we neglect either one or the 
other. 


“But if the Church supports the Christian school, 
and if she encourages Catholics to maintain these 
schools ‘even at the price of the greatest sacrifices,’ 
she also asks us to justify these sacrifices by giving 
to youth ‘an instruction in the letters and sciences 
in accordance with the exigencies of the times.’ It 
is also demanded that the doctrine imparted be deep 
and solid . ... Philosophy more than any other 
subject needs this solidity and profundity. Experi- 
ence proves that the faith of the young can be 
subjected to serious deviations under the influence 
of a philosophy of inspiration, which is Christian, 
but insufficiently grounded and inadequately in- 
formed of contemporary orientations. It would be 
desirable if each teaching religious would continue 
to work under the direction of a Master. Working 
toward a diploma of higher studies, for example, 
would be of particular value to her in developing 
the habit and taste for personal research and a sound 
critical method.” 


Trans. from “Le Jubile d’une Encyclique,” Pages 
d’Information (January, 1954), p. 8. 


“Those who, by vocation, will have to teach re- 
ligion ought to be persuaded of the necessity of a 
fitting formation. This preparation can be made 
during a year or two, if it be during the novitiate, 


or immediately after. But a few conferences or ses- 
sions are not sufficient to assure a complete forma- 
tion. Young religious are given —and that is the 
normal thing — two or three years to prepare them- 
selves to teach profane subjects. God will certainly 
demand an account of what will not have been done 
for religious education. 


“Everyone is agreed on the principle, but one is 
held up by obstacles. It is necessary to have in- 
teriorly that type of divine fervor which does away 
with obstacles and lifts up mountains. 


“When a solid foundation is lacking, greater ef- 
forts are needed later and more time is required 
to arrive at a result which will not equal in value 
that which the first formation assures. Afterwards, 
during the course of life, there will be added what 
no school can give: the experience of teaching, en- 
riched from year to year; and the exercise of that 
self-criticism which transforms human experience. 
Then one reaches the true formation. But there is 
great risk of never acquiring it, if the point of de- 
parture is not assured.” 


Trans. from “Réponse de M. l’Abbé Colomb a quel- 
ques questions de ses auditrices,” in Bible et 
Education, Numéro Spécial, Pages d’Infor- 
mation. Papers from national study days of 
the URE, Paris, July 12-15, 1953. 
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ON NEW THINGS AND OLD 


Of all the helpful and heartening responses to 
the Sister Formation movement which have been 
made in the past few years, there is perhaps none 
which so clamors for recognition as the simple and 
unselfish joy with which so many older Sister 
teachers, who have borne the heat and burden of 
many classroom years, have greeted an effort to 
give to the present generation advantages in for- 
mation of which they were themselves deprived. 


It would have been only human if they had re- 
acted otherwise. It would have been natural —in 
the sense in which the Following opposes nature 
and grace — if there had been apprehension and re- 
luctance about this initiative to give young Sisters 
at once what the majority in the communities have 
had to acquire by a process of summer schools — 
long and painful. 


That this has not happened, that the Bulletin, 
for instance, has met with enthusiastic acceptance 
in our mission houses, and that SFC has become the 
prayerful concern of all the Sisters is an eloquent 
witness of what makes the American Sisters the 
strong and noble women which they are, and of 
what makes the Church in the United States strong 
because of them. 


Sometimes, however, the concern is expressed — 
and this not by the older Sisters themselves — that 
there may be in the effort to improve standards of 
formation some criticism of the past, some slight 
implication that those who have gone ahead did not 
do a good work, some small break with tradition. 


The concern is legitimate. In giving answer to 
it, however, it is interesting first to note that the 
same concern has been met in the other ninety per 
cent of the nation’s school system, even where the 
complication of community life and community tra- 
ditions are not present, and where the context of 
the fear is not religious. 


We could do no better here than to quote at 
length from a recent TEPS publication. 


... every American community now includes among 
its “insurance salesmen and wives of Buick dealers” 
a substantial number of college graduates and... 
this trend is becoming more pronounced every year. 
Indeed 30 per cent of Americans of college age are 
actually attending college and half of them will 
graduate. This compares with about 4 per cent at- 
tending college in 1900. 


Because of this increase in the level of education 
of Americans generally, the position of the two-year 
“normal” graduate has changed very greatly in the 
last generation. There was a time, and most of us 
can remember it, when the young lady coming into a 
community from a normal school brought with her 
an increment of culture and learning which made it 
possible for her to be a symbol of the “educated” 
person. If she married and settled in the community 
she added permanently something to be prized. There 
is, however, scarcely a state left in the Nation where 
that remains generally true. It would be a serious 
mistake to assume in 1954 that the twenty-year-old 


girl who comes to teach after only two years at the 
state teachers college or the state university can take 
the place of those young ladies from the “normal” 
who built the American public school. Most teachers 
will understand this, but older laymen are apt to be 
understandably confused when there is an implicit 
charge of incompetence to those teachers whom they 
remember with so much pride and affection. It is, 
therefore, of great importance that the problem of 
young teachers as intellectual leaders be related to 
the nature of American society as it exists today. 
The Buick is not the buggy, and the teacher who was 
a symbol of learning to the wife of the buggy dealers 
can scarcely be expected to be a member of the “com- 
= of discourse” with the wife of the Buick 
ealer. 


Of course the two-year normal school graduate 
of a generation ago was an adequate teacher; and 
in thousands of instances they were actually as ef- 
fective as their former students now remember 
them as being. Many of these teachers are still in 
classrooms performing superior services, the years 
of experience and additional preparation having 
equated any deficit with levels of preparation which 
are now required of new teachers. 


But many changes have transpired in this gener- 
ation, more in fact than in any previous one in man’s 
history. Accumulations of new knowledge have piled 
up mountain high, new and improved teaching 
methods have heen developed, and the frontier of 
understanding of the mystery of human growth and 
development has been pushed forward immeasur- 
ably. It is no longer possible to do all the things 
that must be done for the beginning teacher in two 
short college years; indeed, there is serious question 
that a minimum of four college years will prove to 
be sufficient for this increasingly complex age... . 


A beginning teacher in 1954 is not prepared to 
cope with the problems of our modern schools unless 
he has prepared at the college level for at least four 
years. It is true that the superstition that anyone 
can teach little children has persisted among some of 
those who are not in touch with the schools as they 
are, but it is apparent to anyone who knows modern 
elementary schools that only the broadly educated 
and professionally prepared teacher can do the job 
that is demanded. Reference has been made to the 
fact that the normal school graduate, who was con- 
sidered an educated person in earlier times, cannot 
occupy a position of prestige in modern society. It 
is also true that the teaching job has changed as 
radically as has society itself. 
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Children today are more sophisticated, more in- 
formed, more advanced than they were . Six-year-olds 
come to the first grade with a fairly clear concept 
of the shape of the earth and some of its relation- 
ships to other planets. Visit a fourth-grade class- 
room and listen to the questions —especially in 
science — that must be answered by the teacher. It 
is quite literally true that the average college gradu- 
ate with a _major in English or history does not know 
enough science to teach a typical fourth grade. It 
is equally true that the average college graduate 
with a major in science or mathematics does not know 
enough about the social studies to teach in that 
grade. There is not enough time in a one- or two- 
year college program for the prospective teacher to 
achieve either the breadth or the depth of general 
education necessary for working with American ten- 
year-olds. 


At the same time, children now come to the 
schools from homes which are greatly different from 
those of earlier times, and this affects the teaching 
job. Now children generally have access to media of 
information — ks, magazines, newspapers, radio, 
and television— which equip them with a much 
broader base of general information than was the 
case a generation ago. They know more, and they 
demand more knowledge of the teacher. But children 
also more frequently come from broken homes or 
from homes where the mother works. A society now 
dominantly urban does not provide the stability, di- 
rection, and clear delineation of accepted values that 
were available to the child a generation ago — all 
this is familiar. 


But most important of all, society now expects 
the teacher to do something about the problems that 
grow out of these altered circumstances. From time 
to time complaints are heard that the school is asked 
to assume many of the responsibilities formerly ac- 
cepted by parents, the churches, the family doctor, 
and other agencies. Whether this is proper or not is 
beside the point. The school today has been assigned 
an enormously more complicated task than ever be- 
fore; the teacher today must be prepared for this 
more difficult job. 


In addition, a great deal more knowledge has 
been accumulated with which to improve the job that 
teachers CAN do. For all the popular distrust of 
child psychology and the new educational methods — 
some of it quite justified — there is no doubt at all 
that much new knowledge is available concerning 
how children grow and develop, how they learn, and 
how they can be effectively taught. It takes time to 
master the new knowledge and skills. In brief, then, 
the teacher is faced with a more complicated job but 
has more adequate tools with which to work. No 
brief program of study can prepare teachers for 
schools as they are.! 


If there is understanding and charity in these 
words on a merely natural level, then it would seem 
that we can transpose the sentiments about “the 
young ladies from the normal!” to “the young Sisters 
fresh from the novitiate’ whom we knew, and it 
would seem that we can bring supernatural under- 
standing and charity to bear upon the transposition. 


Our senior Sister teachers have, as a matter of 
fact, already done that, and we are proud to be 
able to say that just as TEPS sprang in the first 


1. “The High Standard Approach to Teacher Supply,” Report of 
Special Group C, The Albany Conference, June, 1954. National Commission 
on Teacher Education and Professional Standards, Washi m, 1954, 
pp. 6-8. (This booklet is available on request to . C. T. E. P.8., Director 
0 “Publications, 1201 16th St., N.W., Washington 6, D. C.) 


instance from the teaching profession, in-service 
teachers who would not benefit personally from its 
work, so SFC in its conception, growth and stabili- 
zation owes an incalculable debt to the vision and 
selfless zeal of Sisters who want others to have 
what they did not enjoy. The same attitudes are to 
be found in the Sister nurses. Here, too, it was 
they who saw and insisted upon the need for SFC. 


These Sisters understand that all improvement 
would be forever impossible if we had to ban the 
better as constituting a vicious criticism of the less 
good. They understand that in development and 
progress there is no break with tradition. They be- 
lieve that what we must keep the same is the ratio 
of generous response to understood needs. Our 
founders made to the needs of their times the most 
adequate response possible to them. If we do the 
same, then we will be faithful to their spirit. If 
we do not, then this different ratio of response to 
need would constitute a cankerous innovation which 
could hold the greatest possible danger for the very 
institution of religious life. Our Sisters realize this, 
and our greatest strength lies in their realization. 


A Sister-formation program, ultimately, is as 


sound as the understanding and support it enjoys 
from the great body of a religious community. The 
accounts which have been coming to the editor of the 
Bulletin of intra-community conferences on Sister 
formation, on which we shall soon report to our 
readers, is perhaps the most solid forward step for 
which we can now give thanks. 


—Sister Mary Fmil, 1.H.M. 


NEWS FROM THE REGIONS 


The Eastern SFC region announces the following 
membership on the consultative committee: Right 
Rev. Msgr. John J. Voight, Secretary of education, 
Archdiocese of New York; Right Rev. Msgr. James 

Callaghan, superintendent of schools, 

EAST Syracuse, N. Y.; Rev. Edward M. 

Dwyer, O.S.A., dean, Villanova college, 
Woodstock, Md.; Rev. Joseph F. Gallen, S.J., 
canonist, Woodstock college, Woodstock, Md.; Rev. 
Brother Charles Henry, F.S.C., community super- 
visor, Brothers of the Christian Schools, New York 
City; Dr. Roy J. Deferrari, secretary general, the 
Catholic University of America, Washington, D. C.; 
Sister Hildegarde Marie, S.C., president, College of 
St. Elizabeth, Convent Station, N. J.; and Sister 
Celine, C.R., member, survey committee, SFC, 
Mother Celine House of Studies, Harrison, N. Y. 


Mother Mary Robert Falls, O.S.U., prioress, 
Ursuline House of Studies, New Rochelle, N. Y., 
will serve as vice-chairman to assist Sister Mary 
Gertrude, C.R., chairman, and dean of the Mother 
Celine House of Studies, Harrison, N. Y. Sister 
Marie Enda, O.P., dean of St. Thomas Aquinas col- 
lege, Sparkhill, 


N. Y., wil] continue as secretary. 
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Other members of the planning committee are 
Mother Anna Marie, C.S.J., provincial, St. Joseph’s 
seminary, Troy, N. Y.; Sister M. Cyrilla, O.S.F., 
director of teacher training, Seminary of Our Lady 
of the Sacred Heart, Stella Niagara, N. Y.; Sister 
M. Francis Borgia, I.H.M., supervisor of schools, 
Sister Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Sister Catherine Frances, 8.S.J., 
president, Chestnut Hill college, Chestnut Hill, Pa.; 
Sister M. Kevin, director of education, Sisters of 
Saint Mary of Namur, Kenmore, N. Y.; Sister M. 
Patrick, S.S.N.D., provincial secretary, Baltimore, 
Md.; Mother M. Angela, S.A., novice mistress, 
Chappaqua, N. Y.; and Mother St. Egbert, C.N.D., 
president, Notre Dame college, Staten Island, N. Y. 


The New Orleans Archdiocesan School Board, at 
two of its recent meetings, heard reports from the 
Archdiocesan Superintendent, Rt. Rev. Msgr. Henry 
C. Bezou, on the Sister Formation conference. The 

Board showed intense interest in the 

SOUTH _ structure and purpose of the Confer- 
ence and expressed gratification that 
one of the archdiocesan supervisors, Sister M. Peter, 
O.P., was supplying leadership for it in the Southern 
region. The Board is comprised of five laymen, five 
laywomen and five clergymen with His Excellency, 
the Most Rev. Joseph F. Rummell, 8.T.D., as presi- 
dent. The Board on frequent occasions has reviewed 
the whole matter of teacher preparation and certifi- 
cation and, some years ago, stressed the necessity 
of permitting postulants and novices to undergo 
their religious formation without being encumbered 
with classroom assignments. 


A letter from Monsignor Bezou to school princi- 
pals of the archdiocese says, in part: 


Religious superiors whose communities operate 
schools in the Archdiocese will receive notification as 
promptly as possible that at the Archdiocesan School 
Board meeting of February 28, 1955, the Board voted 
unanimously that, beginning with the 1960-61 ses- 
sion, each religious teacher would be expected to hold 
a Bachelor’s degree. This ruling will not be retro- 
active — that is, will not affect those teachers who 
have engaged in classroom work over the years and, 
for some reason or other, have not yet acquired a 
degree. All things being equal, such teachers are, of 
ae encouraged to continue the pursuit of their 
studies. 


The ruling, as was the one of some years ago, is 
intended to raise our teaching standards, guarantee 
better prepared teachers, prevent our religious from 
spreading their education over many summer ses- 
sions, and, in general, assure more professional train- 
ing for our personnel and better learning experiences 
for our children. Moreover, the ruling is in agree- 
ment with the aims of the Sister Formation confer- 
ences currently being held throughout the country. 
I believe most superiors will agree with it. 


The previous ruling to which reference is made 
was an action directing that no religious teacher be 
assigned to the classroom without a minimum of 
two years of college work. An early precedent for 
diocesan regulation in this matter is found in 1952 
in the archdiocese of New York. The Diocesan 


Council, by recommendation of the superintendent 
of schools, issued regulations making it necessary 
for all religious teachers in the elementary schools 
of the New York archdiocese to meet the new re- 
quirements for permanent certification by the Fall 
of 1957 and for all to have a Bachelor’s degree by 
the Fall of 1960. 


Consultative committee members for the Southern 
SFC are Rt. Rev. Msgr. Felix N. Pitt, superintendent 
of schools, Louisville; Very Rev. Msgr. Warren L. 
Boudreaux, J.C.D., pastor, St. Peter’s church, New 
Iberia, La.; Rev. Edward A. Doyle, S.J., dean of 
faculties, Loyola university, New Orleans; Rev. 
Donald J. McMahon, O.P., St. Rose Priory, Spring- 
field, Ky.; Brother Lambert Thomas, F.S.C., presi- 
dent, Christian Brothers college, Memphis; Dr. Ray- 
mond P. Witte, director, Evening Division, Loyola 
university, New Orleans; and Dr. S. Thomas Green- 
berg, president, Benedictine college, Guthrie, Okla. ; 
and Mother M. Florence, S.L., assistant general, 
Nerinx, Ky. 


The following planning committee will assist the 
chairman, Sister M. Peter, O.P., Dominican college, 
New Orleans: Sister Louise Naomie, C.S.J., St. 
Joseph Provincial House, New Orleans; Sister Mary 
of the Angels, M.H.S., St. Joseph school, Gretna, 
La.; Mother Mary Luke, S.L., assistant general, 
Loretto, Ky.; Sister Adelaide Marie, C.D.P., Our 
Lady of the Lake college, San Antonio; Sister M. 
Clarissa, D.C., St. Vincent’s convent, Shreveport; 
Mother M. Angela, O’Carm., Mt. Carmel academy, 
New Orleans, secretary; and Sister M. Hilary, 
M.S.C., Academy of the Holy Angels, New Orleans, 
vice-chairman. 


Pre-conference orientation materials are being 

prepared by several communities in the Southwest 

for the 1955 regional confer- 

SOUTHWEST _ ence, which will open Decem- 

ber 10 at the College of Holy 

Names, Oakland. Sister Imelda Marie, regional 
vice chairman, is in charge of the program. 


The 1955 conference was a major point of dis- 
cussion at a meeting of the regional planning com- 
mittee, May 19, at the College of Holy Names. 
Present at the meeting were Mother M. Margaret, 
O.P., Dominican College of San Rafael; Sister M. 
Thomas, O.P., Dominican college, regional secretary ; 
Sister Callista, prefect of studies of the Sisters of 
Mercy, Burlingame; Mother Joan of Arc, vice- 
provincial of the Ursuline Nuns, Santa Rosa; Mother 
Magdalen, mother general of the Sisters of Mercy, 
Auburn; Sister Annetta, supervisor of studies, Con- 
vent of the Presentation, San Francisco; Sister Joan 
Marie, chairman of social sciences, Notre Dame 
college, Belmont; Sister Teresa Augustine, dean of 
studies, Notre Dame college; Sister Marie Therese, 
mistress of junior professed, Sisters of St. Dominic, 
San Jose; Sister Imelda Marie, president, College 
of the Holy Names, and regional vice-chairman; 
Sister Elizabeth Ann, Immaculate Heart college, Los 
Angeles, regional chairman; and Mother Xavierita, 
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provincial, Sisters of the Holy Names, and hostess 
for this year’s conference. Consultors present were 
Brother W. Thomas, F.S.C., president, St. Mary’s 
college, Oakland; and Sister Rose Emmanuella, Col- 
lege of Holy Names. 


Among the highlights of the planning session was 
the setting up of a regional committee for the study 
of problems of in-service education of Sisters. The 
committee will consider in-service needs and exist- 
ing programs and will investigate the possibility of 
small, informal area meetings, where community 
supervisors and directors of studies can pool ideas 
on in-service programs. 


Congratulations were extended to the national 
Sister Formation committee on the excellent pro- 
gram provided in connection with the Atlantic City 
convention of the N.C.E.A. Informal reports on 
these activities were made by Brother W. Thomas, 
Sister Annetta, Sister Rose Emmanuella, Sister 
Imelda Marie and Sister Elizabeth Ann. The com- 
mittee also acted to support Sister Judith’s study 
on girls’ attitudes towards vocations and Mother 
Florence’s survey of houses of study. 


An educational workshop on the formation of 
Sisters was a feature of the first day of the biennial 
meeting of the Sisters of the Presentation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. The meeting was held in 
San Francisco, May 2-4, following the official cen- 
tennial celebration of the community, and was open 
to all Presentation Sisters in the United States. 


Topic for the general session was “Origin and 
Development of the Sister Formation Conferences,” 
by Sister Mary Annetta. Round table discussions 
centered on the formation of Sisters from postulancy 
to juniorate, under the sub-headings of religious, 
scholastic and professional development and profes- 
sional attitudes. Other topics were “life-long pro- 
fessional development,” “in-service training,” and 
“our responsibility toward fulfilling the recommen- 
dations of the Holy See on Sister formation.” 


To aid discussion pertinent literature was sent 
to the Sisters in advance, including copies of com- 
munity formation programs, courses of study for 
novitiates and plans for catechetical training of 
young Sisters. 


Discussion periods were given over to practical 
solutions of problems and sharing of opinions. 


Theme for the conference was set in the opening 
session, where it was noted that Sisters responsible 
for formation must be conscious of the challenge 
offered by each postulant. They must give her train- 
ing consistent with the sincerity of her dedication. 
Though the young woman entering religious life is 
generous and desires to give, she must first receive. 
She must be formed by those whose example will 
produce results in her personal life and in her pro- 
fessional competency. 


The remaining two days of the meeting were 
given over to an institute on canon law, under the 
direction of the Rev. Adam C. Ellis, S.J. Besides 
the four daily conferences and question periods, 
unscheduled sessions were held by mothers superior, 
mistresses of novices and of juniors, and directresses 
of studies. 


Gonzaga university, Spokane, will be host insti- 
tution for the Northwest Sister Formation confer- 
ence, Oct. 1 and 2. Program 

NORTHWEST chairman for the first day 
will be Sister M. Margaret of 
Hungary, S.N.J.M., of Holy Names college, Spokane. 


Members of the planning committee are Mother 
M. Edwardine, O.P., prioress general, Tacoma; 
Mother Placidia, O.S.B., prioress general, Olympia; 
Mother M. Philothea, F.C.S.P., provincial superior, 
Seattle; Sister M. Frances Josephine, S.N.J.M., Se- 
attle; Sister M. Josita, O.P., directress of schools, 
Everett, Wash.; and Sister Judith, F.C.S.P., region- 
al chairman, Seattle. 


The following consultative committee has been 
announced: Rt. Rev. Raphael Heider, O.S.B., abbot, 
St. Martin’s abbey, Olympia; Very Rev. A. A. 
Lemieux, S.J., president, Seattle university, Seattle; 
Rev. Thomas Brockhaus, O.S.B., Mount Angel abbey, 
Oregon; Rev. Philip Duffy, superintendent of schools, 
Seattle; Rev. R. V. Kavanagh, president, Carroll 
college, Helena; Rev. Joseph S. McGrath, C.S.C., 


dean of the faculties, University of Portland, Port-— 5] — 


land; and Sister M. Richardine, B.V.M., provincial 
superior, Immaculate Conception province, Daven- 
port, lowa. 


Appointed to serve as subscription chairman for 
the SF Bulletin in the region is Sister Gladys Marie, 
F.C.S.P., Mount St. Vincent, Seattle. Members of 
the standing committee on in-service education are 
Sister M. Imelda, O.S.B., chairman, Mount Angel, 
Ore.; Sister M. Dorothy Ann, S.N.J.M., Marylhurst, 
Ore.; Sister M. Vincent, S.S.M.O., Beaverton, Ore.; 
and Sister Daniel, O.S.B., Olympia. 


As a follow-up of a suggestion made at the first 
SF conference in the region, communities in the 
Northwest are exchanging in-service workshop ma- 
terials. 

e 


The New England SF conferences for 1955 will 
be held under the auspices of Salve Regina college, 
Newport, R. 1, Nov. 25- 
NEW ENGLAND _ 26. The following planning 
committee is in charge of 
arrangements: chairman, Sister M. Constance, 
R.S.M., dean of students, Salve Regina college; vice- 
chairman, Sister M. Paul, C.S.J., assistant dean, 
Diocesan Teachers college, Hartford branch; secre- 
tary, Sister N. Othilda, R.S.M., Salve Regina college; 
Sister M. Antonine, R.S.M., provincial councilor, 
Sisters of Mercy, R. I.; Sister Rose Irma, C.M., 
assistant dean, Hartford Teachers college, Madison 
branch; Mother Mary Louise Ida, S.S.A., provincial 
superior, Marlborough, Mass.; Mother M. Concepta, 
C.P., mistress of novices, Bristol, R. I.; Mother M. 
Raymond, F.S.E., assistant dean, Hartford Teachers 
college, Putnam branch; Sister M. Matthew, S.S.J., 
dean, Community Teachers college, Rutland, Vt.; 
Sister Helen Madeline, S.N.D. de Namur, directress 
of studies, Sisters college, Waltham, Mass.; and 
Sister M. Josephina, S.S.J., community supervisor, 
Brighton, Mass. 


— 52 
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Acceptances to membership on the consultative 
board include Rt. Rev. John J. Hayes, pastor, St. 
Mary’s church, Stamford, Conn.; Very Rev. Robert 
W.Doyle, superintendent of schools, archdiocese of 
Hartford; Rev. James A. Connelly, assistant super- 
intendent of schools, Hartford; Rev. Arthur J. 
Heffernan, dean, Hartford Teachers college, Hart- 
ford; Rev. Vincent C. Dore, O.P., dean and academic 
vice-president, Providence college, Providence, R. I.; 
Very Rev. Armand Desautels, A.A., president, As- 
sumption coliege, Worcester; and Rev. R. Ward 
Dunn, vicar of religious, diocese of Providence, R. I. 
Sister M. Gerard, O.S.F., Milwaukee, is the repre- 
sentative of the SFC national committee. 


The American province of the Sisters of St. Anne 
has recently constituted a Sister Formation com- 
mittee for the community, made up of the follow- 
ing members: the mother provincial, 2 community 
supervisors, 1 diocesan supervisor, the mistress of 
novices, the mistress of the house of studies, the 
mistress of postulants, the president and the dean 


_.of Anna Marie college; Paxton, Mass. Aim of the 


committee is to elaborate a program which will co- 
ordinate the spiritual, intellectual and professional 
activities of the young Sisters from the period of 
the postulancy to the end of the period spent in the 
juniorate. 


A joint meeting of members of the midwest 
planning committee from the St. Louis and Chicago 
areas will be held this summer, 
MIDWEST _ under the chairmanship of Sister 
Mary Hugh, C.S.J. Details of the 
1955 conference, scheduled for Chicago, will be dis- 
cussed at that time. 


The consultative committee for the midwest 
region includes Rev. James T. Curtin, superin- 
tendent of Catholic high schools, archdiocese of St. 
Louis; Rev. Robert J. Henle, S.J., dean of the Gradu- 
ate School, Saint Louis university; Rev. Edward 
Kammer, C.M., De Paul university; Rev. Walter 
Pax, C.PP.S., Collegeville, Ind.; Rev. John Richard- 
son, C.M., dean of the Graduate School, De Paul 
university; Brother Julius Edgar, F.S.C., dean of 
St. Mary’s college, Winona, Minn.; and Sister M. 
Basil, S.S.N.D., procurator general of the Notre 
Dame Motherhouse, Milwaukee. 


In a letter announcing a special collection to be 
taken up in all churches of the diocese for the benefit 
of the communities of Sisters staffing the high 
schools, grade schools, catechetical schools and sum- 
mer vacation schools, His Excellency, the Most 
Reverend Edward A. Fitzgerald, bishop of Winona, 
pointed out recently the need of such education as 
as would qualify the Sisters for the schools. The 
letter, read and published in May, says in part: 


“There are ten Religious Communities who pro- 
vide teachers for our schools and for religious in- 
struction classes. You are urged to be generous in 
your offerings towards the needs of the Sisters who 
are working in your parish. The Sisters receive only 
a nominal stipend for their services during the year 
and the summer schools. It is barely sufficient for 
their subsistence, for food, clothing, dental and medi- 
cal bills, but each community must also support a 
motherhouse where the postulants, novices (future 
teachers for our schools) can be trained during three 
— During that time their entire support must 

furnished by the community. They must also pro- 
vide for college and graduate education to qualify 
the Sisters as teachers in our schools. Such education 
is costly. Adequate provisions for a home and care 
also must be supplied to care for the aged and in- 
firm Sisters. This becomes a heavy burden which 
can be supplied only from the charity of the people 
whom they serve.” 


REVISED EDITION OF DIRECTORY 
OF WOMEN’S COLLEGES PUBLISHED 


The second edition of the Directory of Catholic 
Women’s Colleges with Facilities for the Education 
of Sisters is now available. This brochure, edited 
by Sister M. Gerard, O.S.F., and printed by Bruce 
Publishing Company, Milwaukee, offers three tables 
indicating the women’s colleges offering under- 
graduate work to resident and non-resident Sisters. 
The data includes the enrollment (lay and religious) 
for 1953-54, the type of college, the degrees offered, 
the college accreditation, fees, scholarships and fa- 
cilities available to Sisters of other religious Orders. 
Thirty all-expense scholarships (room, board and 
tuition) for Sisters are offered by the women’s col- 
leges, and very substantial reductions in fees are 
made by all. A separate table duplicates this in- 
formation for the summer sessions. 


A special feature of this second edition is a list- 
ing of 21 graduate schools offering work to Sisters, 
indicating in each case enrollment, tuition for lay 
students, reduction for Sisters, scholarships, fellow- 
ships and assistantships available for Sisters, and 
the advanced degrees conferred in various depart- 
ments. 


Sister Gerard says in her introduction to the 
Directory: 


It gives us great satisfaction to point out that this 
DIRECTORY is not just another educational handbook. Even 
though it consists largely of statistical tables, we feel that 
it is a document of spiritual significance, because the terms 
and the offerings made by the colleges and motherhouses re- 
flect an apostolic solidarity among the Sisters of the country, 
and a charitable and generous zeal to share the goods be- 
stowed by Providence upon the older groups with institutes 
which are new and comparatively less favored .....The 
Sister Formation committee is deeply appreciative of the co- 
operation of the colleges and universities which supplied the 
information listed here, and of the interest of the religious 
communities whose requests inspired this second edition. 


Further information, or copies of the Directory, 
may be obtained by addressing Sister M. Gerard, 
O.S.F., Chairman, Directory Project, Alverno Col- 
lege, 3401 South 39th St., Milwaukee 15, Wisconsin. 
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CARDINAL VALERI SENDS MESSAGE ACKNOWLEDGING EFFORTS, AIMS OF SFC 


The work of the Survey committee — later the 
Sister Formation committee — grew out of a panel 
discussion of the Holy Father’s Message of 1950 to 
Teaching Sisters. In the establishment, on a tenta- 
tive basis, of the Sister Formation conferences, the 
Sisters were guided by the encouragement toward 


collaboration among religious congregations which | 


was given by the Roman Congress of Superiors Gen- 
eral in 1952 and also by the criteria of adequate 
formation presented at that time and in the basic 
religious Congress of 1950. The general theme for 
the first year’s set of regional Sister Formation con- 
ferences was “The Mind of the Church on the Train- 
ing of Religious Sisters,” and to this end the Sisters 
invited members of the hierarchy and clergy to ex- 
plain for them the Church’s legislation in this matter 
and to make application to the American scene of 
the directives and exhortations which have been 
given from Rome. 


Because the Sisters in this movement have tried 
at every stage to be exactly guided by what has 
been laid down for the spiritual, intellectual and 
professional formation of religious, and because they 
welcome with joy each new indication of the mind 
of the Holy Father and the Sacred Congregation 
for Religious on this all-important subject, it was 
with sentiments of deep and humble gratitude that 
the National Sister Formation committee, on behelf 
of all the Sisters who have been connected with this 
work, received a message of encouragement from 
His Eminence, Valerio Cardinal Valeri, Prefect of 
the Sacred Congregation of Religious. 


The reading of the text of this letter, given in 
its entirety here, was the highlight of the first Sister 
Formation session at the National Convention of 
the N.C.E.A., April 14, in Atlantic City. 


Dear Sister Emil, 


Through the Sister-Formation Bulletin, which 
has very kindly been sent to us, and through reports 
which have reached us, this Sacred Congregation 
has learned with great pleasure of the excellent 
work that is being done by the Sister Formation 
Conference in the United States, and in particular 
by the National Committee, of which you are the 
chairman. 


We are most pleased to hear how much has been 
and is being undertaken to further the wishes of 
Our Holy Father in regard to the complete prepa- 
ration — spiritual, intellectual and professional — 
of Sisters, in order that their own Religious Life 
and the works in which they engage may be more 
solid and more fruitful. 


It is particularly gratifying to notice the ap- 
propriateness of the subjects discussed in the Bulle- 
tin, and of the papers read and discussed in the 
various meetings. Out of such exchanges of ideas 
and experience, will come stimulation to action and 


a more enlightened approach to the judicious adap- 
tation of Religious Life to modern conditions. It is 
not necessary, of course, to insist that in regard to 
this adaptation, the resolutions and decisions of the 
Conference and of the Congresses have only advisory 
value. These latter groups assume no legislative or 
executive power in what concern such essential ele- 
ments of the Religious Life as government, forma- 
tion, discipline and observance, etc., but merely refer 
their suggestions to the Major Superiors of each 
community, to whom alone it belongs to make au- 
thoritative decisions. 


We realize how much time and effort on the 
part of yourself and of your co-workers is necessary 
for the success of a movement as big as this, and 
we express to you and to all who are collaborating 
with you, our sincere praise and deep thanks. 


Begging God’s continued blessing on this all- 
important work of Sister Formation, and in a special 


way on the efforts of yourself and your co-workers,_ 53 _ — 


I remain 


Faithfully yours in Christ 
Valerio Cardinal Valeri, Prefect 


Sister Mary Emil, I.H.M., Ph. D. 
Marygrove College 

Monroe Campus 

Monroe, Michigan, 8.U.A. 


Mother Anna Dengel Joins National Committee 


Mother Anna Maria Dengel, M.D., foundress and 
superior general of the Medical Mission Sisters, Fox 
Chase, Pa., has been named to membership on the 
national Sister Formation Committee, according to 
an announcement by Brother Bonaventure Thomas, 
F.S.C., president of the College and University de- 
partment, N.C.E.A. The appointment followed on 
the request of the committee to broaden its member- 
ship to include a representative from among the 
nursing communities. 


Mother Dengel was recently granted honorary 
membership in Philadelphia’s La Salle college chap- 
ter of Alpha Epsilon, national pre-medical honor 
society. At the June commencement Marquette uni- 
versity, Milwaukee, conferred on her an honorary 
degree. 


——_—— 


Announcement of Action of Executive Committee 


The Executive committee of the College and Uni- 
versity department has approved the procedures 
submitted in the form of “By-laws for the Sister- 
Formation Conferences,” according to word received 
from Brother Bonaventure Thomas, F-.S.C., presi- 
dent of the department. The committee decided 
further that instead of being designated as “By- 
laws,” they should be considered as Regulations 
setting the Pattern for such Conferences. 
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SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
FOR SISTER STUDENTS, 1955-56 


Mother Eucharista, C.S.J., superior general of 
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, has an- 
nounced that the Congregation is offering five 
scholarships to Sisters of St. Joseph who do not 
operate a college of their own. Available for 1955- 
56, the scholarships are five hundred dollars each 
and may be granted to a Sister for any department, 
graduate or undergraduate, of the college of her 
choice. Each college forms its own standards and 
method of selecting from among those who apply 
the Sister who will receive the award. Further in- 
formation may be procured by writing to the presi- 
dent of any of the five colleges participating in the 
scholarship program. They are Mount St. Mary’s 

_ college, Los Angeles; College of St. Catherine, St. 
Paul; College of St. Teresa, Kansas City, Mo.; 
Fontbonne college, St. Louis; and College of St. 
Rose, Albany. 


Four full scholarships, covering board, room and 
tuition are available to Sister students for the 


|__ 54 _ Scholastic year, 1955-56, at Webster college, accord- 


ing to Sister Mariella, president. Webster college, 
located in Webster Groves, Mo., is a fully accredited 
senior liberal arts college for women conducted by 
the Sisters of Loretto at the Foot of the Cross. 
Teacher training is offered on both the secondary 
and elementary levels. These opportunities are be- 
ing presented in an effort to aid small religious 
communities who do not operate colleges themselves. 


In consequence of the work of the Sister For- 
mation committee, the Rev. Armand H. Desautels, 
A.A., president of Assumption college, Worcester, 
Mass., has offered six full tuition scholarships to 
Sisters for the summer session at Assumption. For 
the current year two of these have been assigned 
to applicants in the New England region and four 
to the Eastern region. 


REPORTS OF STUDIES IN PROGRESS 
IN AREA OF SISTER FORMATION 


Results from several studies now in progress in 
the area of Sister education will be ready for the 
1955-56 regional conferences or will be prepared 
for publication in journals available to SFC mem- 
bership. 


Mother Mary Florence, S.L., assistant general, 
Sisters of Loretto, Nerinx, Ky., is conducting a 
national survey on “Houses of Study for Religious 
Women,” in line with a recommendation of the mid- 
west SFC that a study of juniorates be undertaken. 
The questionnaire is limited to items pertaining to 
“full-time programs of formation which are es- 
tablished for religious between profession and their 
first assignment to the classroom or hospital.” Head- 
ings for this study are “general information,” “the 
superior or mistress of the House of Studies,” “the 
program in the House of Studies,” and “formation 
program for college graduates.” 


Retreat Survey 


“Sisters’ Retreat Survey,’ under the direction 
of Rev. Thomas Dubay, S.M., Marist college, Wash- 
ington, D. C., has for its purpose to help Sisters 
make more pono retreats. Father Dubay re- 
ports that the survey form has been sent to ap- 
proximately 1300 Sisters in a large number of 
communties in all parts of the United States and 
that the results thus far are encouraging and indi- 
cate that “the Sisters have many excellent ideas 
dealing with the makeup of a successful retreat.” 
Results of the study will be made available to re- 
treat masters and to the Sisters themselves. 


As background for her paper at the Southwest 
regional SFC meeting, Sister Rose Emmanuella, 
S.N.J.M., College of Holy Names, Oakland, Calif., 
gathered data from responses of deans of forty- 
eight of the fifty Catholic women’s colleges holding 
membership last year in the College and University 
department of the N.C.E.A. Her purpose was to re- 
quest information from those engaged in the teach- 
ing of Sisters as well as of secular students in as 
many regions as possible. She notes that “there is 
evidence of national effort and of national progress, 
both quantitatively and qualitatively, in the matter 
of developing programs of study for Sisters and in 
prolonging the time of formation before, during and 
after entering upon the active works of their various 
communities.” Sister has also gained, she says, “an 
almost overwhelming impression of all that is going 
forward throughout the land under the direction of 
women religious.”” Specific conclusions from Sister’s 
study will be included in the Proceedings of the 
1954-55 conferences. 


There will be a continuation during the coming 
year of the vocations study, begun under Sister 
Judith, F.C.S.P., Mount St. Vincent, Seattle. Regions 
are sponsoring discussions of the results obtained 
thus far and the questionnaire is being given to 
additional high school and college students in all 
types of institutions. 


Each region of the SFC is appointing a chairman 
for the study of in-service programs for Sisters. 


SFC Represented at TEPS Conference 


Ten representatives from the Sister Formation 
conferences were invited to take part in the tenth 
annual national conference of the National Com- 
mission on Teacher Education and Professional 
Standards, held June 29 - July 2 at Northern Illinois 
State Teachers college, DeKalb, Ill. Official confer- 
ence theme was “Teacher Education: The Decade 
Ahead.” SFC representatives were Sister Gertrude, 
C.R.; Sister Mary Hugh, C.S.J.; Sister Mary Peter, 
O.P.; Sister Judith, F.C.S.P.; Mother Mary Flor- 
ence, S.L.; Sister Emmanuel, O.S.F.; Sister Mary 
Richardine, B.V.M.; Sister Mary Teresa Francis, 
B.V.M.; Sister Mary Philemon, 8.S.N.D. and Sister 
M. Gerard, O.S.F. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR NOVITIATE SPIRITUAL READING 


One of the workshop groups at the midwest SFC 
conference offered the recommendation that Sister 
Mary Regina, C.S.C., St. Mary’s novitiate, Notre 
Dame, Ind., be requested to submit for publication 
in the Bulletin an optional reading list suitable for 
novices and postulants. Some points relating to the 
use of this list are quoted from Sister M. Regina’s 
panel paper given at the conference, January 8: 


“Spiritual reading is done in common, but the 
Sisters are urged to do their own private spiritual 
reading.” 


“At least six reports are written. These reports 
are filed and kept until the postulant leaves for the 


a of Studies, when all book reports are returned 
er.” 


“Panel discussions have been held on a variety 
of subjects, including the doctrine of the Mystical 
Body, Holy Mass, prayer, and Mary, our Mother.” 


“In order to avoid drowsy listening to spiritual 
reading and to enable the novice to grasp and apply 
spiritual truths, various devices have been tried. 
The plan that is at present being used is a quasi- 
conference method. The novices are divided into 
small groups and with the novice mistress discuss 
passages from a book. By a plan of rotation she is 
able to meet with each group once a week. While 
not so engaged the remainder of the novices have 
spiritual reading in common. This has proved help- 
ful in that it is better to cope with small groups 
where the novices are encouraged to contribute to 
the discussion.” 


The reading list now in use in St. Mary’s noviti- 
ate is reproduced below: 


POSTULANTS’ SPIRITUAL READING LIST 


PRAYER: Boylan, Difficulties in Mental Prayer; Chautard, The Soul of the 
Apostolate; Leen, Progress Through Mental Prayer; McSorley, A Primer of 
Prayer, Think and Pray; Plus, How to Pray Always, How to Pray Well; 
The Holy Sacrifice of the Masg; Barden, What Happens at the Mass; 
Coventry, The Breaking of Bread; Desplanques, Living the Mass; Gihr, The 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass; Gueranger, Explanation of the Prayers and 
Ceremonies of Holy Mass; Hellriegel, The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass; 
Howell, Of Sacraments and Sacrifice; Knox, The Creed in Slow Motion, 
The Mass in Slow Motion; Kramp, Live the Mass; Le Buffe, Meditation on 
the Prayers of the Mass; Mauriac, The Eucharist; Meagher, How Christ 
Said the Firat Maes; Parsch, Study the Mass (Pamphlet); Roquet, Christ 
Acts Through the Sacraments, Holy Mass, Approaches to the Mystery; 
Sheen, Calvary and the Mass; Zundel, Splendour of the Liturgy. 


M YSTICAL BODY OF CHRIST: Boylan, This Tremendous Lover; Ellard, 
Christian Life and Worship (pp. 13-27); Grimaud, “My” Mass; Leen, The 
True Vine and Its Branches; Lord, Our Part in the Mystical Body; Murphy, 
The Living Christ; Myers, The Mystical Body of Christ; McNeill, The 
Means of Grace; Pius XII, Pope, Encyclical Letter on the Mystical Body of 
Christ, Mystici Corporis Christi; Plus, God Within Us, Radiating Christ; 
Sheed, A Map of Life (pp. 58-68). 


LIFE OF CHRIST: Carroll, The Man-God; Coleridge, Public Life of Our 
Lord III (Sermon on the Mount); DeLai, The Passion of Our Lord; Dirksen, 
A Life of Christ; Duggan, Life of Christ; Farrell, Only Son; Fouard, The 
Christ the Son of God; Gallerani, Jesus All Good; Goodier, Jesus Christ, 
Son of God; Grewen, Know Your King; Groenings, The History of the 
Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ; Leen, In the Likeness of Christ; Mc- 
Astocker, Himself; Loyola, Mother (author) Jesus of Nazareth; O’Brien, 
The Life of Christ; Papini, Life of Christ; Russell, Christ the Leader, Jesus 
the Divine Teacher; Sister of Notre Dame, Christ Our King; Smith, Jesus 
Christ God and Man. 


OUR LADY: Barthas, Our Lady of Light; Bernadot, Our Lady in Our 
Life; Denis, The Reign of Jesus Through Mary; Doherty, Splendor of Sor- 
row; Eleanor, Sister M., C.S.C., Mary; Houselander, The Reed of God; 
James, The Mother of Jesus; Leen, Our Blessed Mother; Loyola, Mother M., 
Hail! Full of Grace; Philipon, The Mother of God; Plus, Mary in Our Soul 
Life; compiled by F. J. Sheed, The Mary Book; Sargent, Our Lord and Our 
Lady; Vann, The Seven Swords; Ward, Splendor of the Rosary. 


Mediator Dei; Humani Generis; Christian Education of 
outh. 


GENERAL: The New Testament; The Imitation of Christ; The Psalms; 
The Lives of the Saints; A Benedictine, Any Saint to Any Nun; Benson, 
The Friendship of Christ; Benvenuta, By-Paths to the Presence of God; 
Bernadot, From Holy Communion to the Blessed Trinity; Bernieres- 
Louvigny, Living with Christ in God; Beutler, For Thee Alone; Blunt, Give 
This Man Place; Cassidy, Christ and Littleness; Chautard, The True 
Apostolate (Parts of it); Crasset, The Secret of Sanctity; Danielou, Advent; 
Day, The St of a Soul; De Jaegher, One with Jesus; Dion, Keys to the 
Third Floor; les, A Testimonial to Grace; Farrell, My Way of Life; 
Foley, Religious Life in Christ; Geiermann, The Narrow Way; Goodier, 
Crown of Sorrow, Jesus Christ, Man of Sorrows, Jesus Christ, Model of 
Manhood, The Meaning of Life, Prince of Peace, Saints for Sinners; Grosse, 
Tantum Ergo Sacramentum; Guibert, On Kindness; Healy, Walking With 
God; Hemptinne, A Disciple of Dom Marmion; Hoeger, The Convent Mirror; 
Houselander, The Comforting of Christ, The Passion of the Infant Christ, 
This War is the Passion; Jarrett, The Abiding Presence of the Holy Ghost 
in the Soul; Kelly, First Steps in the Religious Life, Progress in the Re- 
ligious Life; Kempf, New Things and Old; Lawrence, Practice of the 
Presence of God; Liagre, A Retreat With St. Therese; McCorry, Most 
Worthy of All Praise, As we Ought; McSorley, Be of Good Heart, The 
Sacrament of Duty; Meschler, Three Fundamental Principles of the Spiritual 
Life; Philipon, The Message of Therese of Lisieux; Pitrus, Daily Progress 
in Religious Virtue; Plus, Dust, Remember Thou Art Splendour, In Christ 
Jesus, Living With God, Progress in Divine Union, Simplicity; de Sales, 
The Way to God; Schleuter, The Fundamentals of the Religious Life; 
Schrijvers, On Good Will; Schuyler, The Charity of Christ; compiled by 
F. J. Sheed, The Book of the Savior; Suhard, Growth or Decline, Priests 
Among Men; Saint Therese, Autobiography, Trapp, Yesterday, Today, and 
Forever; Vann, His Will ie Our Peace, The Divine Pity, The Heart of Man, 
The Water and the Fire; Vaubert, How to Walk Before God; Walsh, 
Meditation on the Paasion: 


NOVICES’ SPIRITUAL READING LIST -55— 


PRAYER: Belorgey, The Practice of Mental Prayer; Courbon, Familiar 
Instructions on Mental and Effective Prayer. 


LIFE OF CHRIST: Adam, Christ Our Brother; Gallwey, The Watches of 
the Passion, Vol. I-Il; Goodier, Jesus Christ, Man of Sorrows; The Public 
Life of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Vol. I, Il, The Passion and Death of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, The Risen Jesus, Witnesses to Christ; Guardini, The 
Lord; Lagrange, The Gospel of Jesus Christ. Vol. I, Il; Maas, The Life of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ; Marmion, Christ the Life of the Soul, Christ the 
Ideal of the Monk; Meschler, The Life of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Vol. I, I; 
Perray, The Ascent of Calvary; Prat, Jesus Christ, Vol. 1, Il; Ricciotti, 
The Life of Christ. 


ENCYCLICALS: Divino Afflante Spiritu; Divinum Illud; Evangelii Prae- 
cones; Fulgens Corona; Menti Nostrae; Mystici Corporis Christi; On Holy 
Virginity; Sponsa Christi; Summi Pontificatus. 


MYSTICAL BODY OF CHRIST: Boylan, This Tremendous Lover; Ellard, 
ul Body of Christ; Benson, Christ in the Church; New Testament, Gospels 
of St. John and St. Matthew, Epistles of St. Paul; Boylan, The Mystical 
Body; Clerissac, The Mystery of the Church; Jurgensmeier, The Mystical 
Body of Christ; Marmion, Christ in Hia Mysteries; Mersch, The Theology 
of the Mystical Body; Pius XII, Pope, Encyclical Letter on the Mystical 
Body of Christ, Mystici Corporis Christi; Sheed, Theology and Sanity ‘The 
Mystical Body of Christ,” pp. 266-279 and “Life in the Body,” pp. 280-288; 
Sheen, The Mystical Body of Christ; Tanquerey, The Spiritual Life “Jesus, 
The Head of a Mystical Body,” pp. 75-99. 


GENERAL: The Holy Bible; The Imitation of Christ; Adam, Spirit of 
Catholicism; Bainvel, The Light Shines in the Darkness; Barthas, Our Lady 
of Light; Beevers, Storm of Glory; Blunt, Life With the Holy Ghost, The 
Road of Pain; Bonnet, Our Lady Speaks; Brothers of the Sacred Heart, 
Catechism of Christian and Religious Perfection; Buckler, The Perfection 
of Man by Charity; Burke, Mary and Modern Man; Author Unknown, Path 
of Humility; Camus, Spirit of St. Francis de Sales; Cassilly, The Story of 
Love; Caussade, The Spiritual Letters of Pere Caussade, Abandonment to 
Divine Providence; Charmot, The Sacred Heart and the Modern World; 
A Christian Brother, The Art of Communing with God; Combes, The 
Spirituality of St. Therese, St. Therese and Suffering; Da Bergamo, Humility 
of Heart; Danielou, Salvation of the Nations; De Lehen, The Way of In- 
terior Peace; Doheny, Papal Documents on Mary; Doyle, A Year's Thoughts; 
Eaton, The Sanctuary of Strength; Eiten, The Apostolate of Suffering; 
Faber, Foot of the Cross, All for Jesus, Growth in Holiness; Farrell, A 
Companion to the Summa, Vol. I, Ll, III, and IV; Forestier, The Kingdom 
is Yours; Gabriel, Ascetical Conference for Religious; Garrigou-Lagrange, 
Providence, The Three Ways of the Spiritual Life, Mother of the Savior; 
Gay, The Happiness of Duty (A Treatise on Obedience); Giraud, The 
Spirit of Sacrifice; Graef, Yes, Father; Graham, The Love of God; Grand- 
maison, We and the Holy Spirit; Grou, Meditations on the Love of God; 
Guitton, The Virgin Mary; Hasseveldt, The Church: A_ Divine Mystery; 
Henry, Introduction to Theology, Manual of Self-Knowledge and Christian 
Perfection; Hoffman, Practical Way to Union with God; Jarrett, The 
Abiding Presence of the Holy Ghost; Kelley, C. E., The Spirit of Love 
(Based on Teachings of St. Francis de Sales); Kelly, B. J., Thy Kingdom 
Come; Knox, The Gospel In Slow Motion; Lallement, Spirit Doctrine; 
Lawrence, Practice of the Presence of God; Leen, The Holy Ghost and His 
Work in Souls; Lelen, The Duty of Happiness; Liguori, The True Spouse 
of Christ (parts of it); Lynch, A Woman Wrapped in Silence; MecCorry, 
More Blessed Than Kings; McElhone, Particular Examen; McGarrigle, My 
Father’s Will; McGarry, He Cometh; Marmion, Christ the Ideal of the Monk, 
Christ the Life of the Soul, Christ in His Mysteries, The Trinity in Our 
Lives; Martindale, What Are Saints?; Martinez, Secrets of the Interior 
Life; Maturin, Self-Knowledge and Self-Discipline; Merton, Seeds of Con- 
templation, The Sign of Jonas, No Man is an Island; Mother Raphael, Daily 
Life of A Religious; Palmer, Mary in the Documents of the Church; Petitot, 
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An Rodriquez, Practic ce of Perfection and Christian 


Virtues , ILL, (parts); Author of “Golden Sands,” The Little 


Manual of Novices: de Sales, Introduction to a Devout Life, Spiritual Con- 


jerences, Treatise on the Love of God; Scarmelli, Guide to the Supernatural, 
Vol. I, Il, IL, 1V (parts); Scheeben, Mariology, Vol. I, I]; The Mysteries 
of Christianity; Schryvers, Gift of Oneself; Scupoli, The Spiritual Combat; 

issot, The Interior Life, a eceg by Our Faults; Ullathorne, The Ground- 
work of the Christian Virtues; Valuy, Fraternal Charity; Vassal-Phillips, 
Mary, the Mother of God, The Mother of Christ; Vaughan, The Power of 
Love; Von Balthasar, St. Therese of Lisieux; Von Hildebrand, Fundamental 
Moral Attitudes, Transformation in Christ; Vonier, Collected Works; Wilson, 
Pardon and Peace; Zundel, Our Lady of Wisdom. 


FORMATION OF SISTER NURSES 
DISCUSSED AT HOSPITAL MEET 


Much occurred at the 40th annual convention of 
the Catholic Hospital Association in St. Louis, May 
14 to 19, which is of interest to SFC. 


The Catholic Hospital Association and the Catho- 
lic Conference of Nurses, over the years, have given 
nursing Sisters valuable in-service opportunities to 
keep abreast of the latest developments in their 
very specialized field through a series of outstand- 
ing workshops in many areas, including medico- 
moral, public and human relations, administration 
and the specialties. 


56~ 


This year the Convention theme, “The Road 
Ahead,” gave scope for stress on the more prolonged 
and more complete spiritual, intellectual, profes- 
sional and physical formation of hospital Sisters 
for their work. In the opening session, which was 
a challenge to an apostolate of charity based on 
deep and sharp vision, it was likewise pointed out 
that unless Sisters maintain their educational and 
professional qualifications, they will not be able to 
keep their institutions, in a hospital world which 
has become highly competitive and highly technical. 


Of particular interest was the symposium on the 
health of religious, held on the last day of the Con- 
vention, and presided over by Mother Anna Dengel, 
M.D., superior general of the Medical Mission 
Sisters. It was pointed out that religious communi- 
ties as “the arm of the Church” should make great 
efforts at promotional, preventive and protective 
health measures within their own ranks in order to 
provide a natural basis for spiritual growth and to 
give maximum service to the Church. 


One specific recommendation was of instruction 
in hygiene, physiology and anatomy in the novice- 
ship, to promote maturity and to help the Sisters 
avoid morbidity. Another was that novitiate train- 
ing move away from anxiety-producing self-diag- 
nosis to a positive training of Sisters to face reality, 
to adapt to things as they are, and to overcome re- 
sentment, jealousy and envy. A concept of “whole 
health” was developed as the “art of adjusting 
physically, emotionally, intellectually and spiritually 
to one’s environment.” The utility of providing time 
for relaxation and study as a means to all-around 
health was pointed out. 


A complementary principle was stressed by the 
Reverend Joseph F. Gallen, 8.J., who explained how 
sound spiritual life is often a necessary condition for 
mental and physical health, and who traced the 


connection between sanctity and stability of life and 
an adequate quantity of proper instruction through- 
out a long enough period of formation. 


ATLANTIC CITY MEETING 


(Excerpts from minutes of the meeting of the Sister Formation Committee 
and Regional Chairmen of Sister Formation Conferences, Atlantic City, 
New Jersey, April 12, 1955). 


The meeting of the Sister Formation committee 
and Regional Chairmen of the Sister Formation 
conferences was held in room 18 of the Convention 
Hall during the N.C.E.A. Convention at Atlantic 
City on Tuesday, April 12. The Chairman, Sister 
Mary Emil, I.H.M., called the meeting to order at 
1:10 p.m. Sister Mary Richardine, B.V.M., offered 
the opening prayer. 


After some attention to planning the details of 
the first program session to be held at an N.C.E.A. 
Convention under the auspices of the Sister For- 
mation committee, the group proceeded to the fol- 
lowing action: 


1. On the regional meetings of planning and 
consultative committees 


It was decided that these would be chaired 
by the national chairman of the Sister For- 
mation committee and devoted largely to a 
discussion of the Conference theme for 1955- 


2. On the Conferences for 1955-56 


It was agreed that there would be a uni- 
form theme on the general topic of the unifi- 
cation or “non-dichotomization” of the spirit- 
ual and intellectual elements in the formation 
of Sisters. The precise wording of the theme 
was to be settled by correspondence. The 
chairman presented a list of possibilities. 


It was further agreed that it would be 
eminently desirable to be able to put some 
duplicated materials into the hands of Con- 
ference delegates before the regional confer- 
ences, and that there would be an endeavor 
in all regions, by means of an opinionaire to 
a small number of priests, to work up twenty- 
five or thirty pages of “Communications” on 
certain aspects of the theme and the theo- 
logical and philosophical principles under- 
lying them. 


3. On the official statement of purpose of SFC 


The statement of purpose, to be carried 
in the Bulletin and all official publications of 
the movement was to be the following: 

THE SISTER FORMATION CONFERENCES SEEK THE AD- 
VANCEMENT OF THE RELIGIOUS, CULTURAL, AND PRO- 


FESSIONAL FORMATION OF SISTERS, ON PRE-SERVICE 
AND IN-SERVICE LEVELS. 


4. On the Bulletin — Finances 


Sister Ritamary presented a report out- 
lining the somewhat precarious financial situ- 
ation of the Bulletin. Because of the great 
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number of subscriptions taken at the rate of 
fifty cents, which must be honored, and be- 
cause of the size of our complimentary list, 
there is not enough money on hand to defray 
the full cost of printing the next issue — to 
say nothing of the future issues for which 
we are obligated. Two donations from the 
regions and some small donations from indi- 
vidual communities have helped somewhat, 
but there will be need of further support or 
of doubling the subscription list if the present 
printed format is to be continued. 


The group decided that the printed Bulle- 
tin must by all means be continued and that 
every effort should be made to increase the 
subscriptions. To this end a special commit- 
tee on Bulletin subscriptions should be set 
up in each region. 


5. On Regional Committees on In-service 
Education 


It was felt that there should be a stand- 
ing committee on in-service training in each 
region — to be appointed, for the time, by 
the regional chairman. It was suggested and 
approved that the needs of the Sisters in 
service be the first object of study of such 
a committee. 


6. On the Northwest Vocation Survey 


There was agreement that no report 
should be made or publicity given on this 
project until all the data have been turned 
in to Sister Judith and there has been oppor- 


tunity for her to make a thorough analysis 
of the statistics and the comments. If there 
could be inter-community or intra-community 
discussions during the coming year, however, 
of the local results, and if the reports of 
such discussions could be sent to Sister 
Judith, this would be very valuable material 
for the full development of the study. 


7. On the letter of the Cardinal Prefect of the 
Sacred Congregation 


The Chairman asked for instructions on 
her answer to this letter, which had previous- 
ly been sent to both committees. The group 
felt that the very deep and sincere gratitude 
of all the Sisters should be voiced, and that 
there should be a pledge of renewed intent to 
work toward a realization of the wishes of 
the Holy Father. 


8. Ona study of tertianships 


It was inquired whether the group 
favored making a study of the tertianship 


and spiritual renovation programs which— 


have been inaugurated by the various con- 
munities. It was thought that this inquiry 
should be postponed for a few years until 
the communities have more experience with 
these programs. 


The meeting was adjourned at 3:15 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Sister Mary Basil, S.S.N.D., 
Secretary 
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“.. . There is reason to thank God for the in- 
creasing number of the laity who ‘have the call’ to 
sanctity and the apostolate .... Therefore, it is 
necessary to find these souls in order to use them 
after they have been solidly trained .... 


“Once auxiliaries have been found and known, 
they must be trained. And here it is necessary to 
observe that the time spent in preparing collabo- 
rators is not lost. Those who will help you in the 
apostolate cannot be considered as a ‘burden’ unless, 
perhaps, one may wish to compare them to the 
weight of wings which facilitate rather than hinder 
movement. Of course, their ‘human’ formation is 
not to be neglected, all the more since a complete 
development of natural gifts, far from being actually 
opposed to the heroism of virtue, makes apostolic 
action easier as well as more effective. 


“You will have particular care for the ‘intel- 
lectual’ formation of your collaborators, seeing to 
it especially that they have clear ideas as a result 
of a truly profound knowledge of religion. 


“But above all take care of the spiritual forma- 
tion. Have them put on Jesus Christ... .” 


Pope Pius XII, “Plea for Live Parishes.” Message 
to the pastors and Lenten preachers of Rome, 
February 27, 1954. Catholic Mind, LII (De- 
cember, 1954), 740. 


“ . Maintain high professional standards. 
Every Catholic high school pupil has a strict right in 
justice to a program of studies which in essentials 
is in no way inferior to the program of public 
schools. That is the official teaching of the Council 
of Baltimore .... Subjecting children to partially 
trained teachers is an injustice to both pupils and 
teachers. The laudable ambition to enroll all appli- 
cants should never be perverted into an excuse for 
lowering professional standards.” 


Very Rev. Msgr. William E. McManus, “Ten Points 
for Catholic Education,” The Catholic Mind, 
LII (December, 1954), 713. 
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“There is hardly a section of the country where 
Catholic schools and colleges are not already ex- 
periencing a great strain in providing sufficient 
teachers. The strain is being felt most in our teach- 
ing Sisterhoods. They must not only provide many 
more Sisters, but these Sisters must be trained to 
teach effectively. Fortunately, the Sisters them- 
selves are moving very ably to meet this situation. 
The Sister Formation Conference has been organ- 
ized rapidly throughout the country and has held 
intensive and progressive meetings in region after 
region. 


“As a member of its Consultative Committee, 
I know a little about this new development. The 
Sister Formation Conference is not advocating any 
one method of training Sisters spiritually or peda- 
gogically for their teaching careers. It is, however, 
attempting to help the various Orders to pool their 
worthwhile experiences and to undertake construc- 
tive planning for the preparation of Sister teachers. 
I hope sincerely that all our Sisterhoods will par- 
ticipate wholeheartedly in the activities of this Sis- 
ter Formation Conference. From it great good can 


_ 5g come for our children, our Church and our country.” 


Most Rev. Bryan J. McEntegart, Rector of Catholic 
University of America, Address at N.C.E.A. 
rg unit meeting, Trinity college, Feb. 


“Because we are living in times of great ex- 
pansion and unprecedented demand for our edu- 
cational resources, there is the pressing temptation 
to sacrifice the proper formation of teacher-Sisters. 
Yet it would be most unwise to yield to this demand. 
Greatest care must be taken to give our young 
Sisters the finest kind of preparatory formation — 
spiritually, intellectually, physically, culturally. The 
good of the whole Catholic educational system, and 
in effect, the good of the Church in America, de- 
pends upon it. 


“I pledge my continued help to the superiors of 
our various religious congregations to develop an 
adequate — to the question of the proper 
formation of Sisters. Our guiding principle in this 
effort should be: ‘No young Sister to enter the class- 
room without a baccalaureate degree.’ ”’ 


Most Rev. Charles P. Greco, Bishop of Alexandria. 


“The Right use of Knowledge: From what we 
have said concerning the primacy of the spiritual, 
some might be tempted to conclude that we are 
advocating rusticity, obscurantism, and scorn for 
knowledge. It is easier to affect such scorn than 
really to feel it.... 


“We must not scorn knowledge. The apostles 
certainly did not, least of all, St. Paul and St. 
Francis Xavier. It is true that St. Paul extols the 
ways of God and shows how far they transcend and 
even reverse human ways. ‘Where is the wise? 
Where is the scribe? . . . Hath God not made 


foolish the wisdom of this world?” ‘But the foolish 


things hath God chosen that He may confound the 
wise....’ But these passages refer to carnal wis- 
dom, to human prudence, and to a vainglorious 
knowledge that is not docile to God. Such knowledge 
is not to be confused with knowledge considered in 
its proper role as an indispensable tool for a suc- 
cessful apostolate. 


“Paul says of himself: ‘Although I be rude in 
speech, yet not in knowledge.’ And he proves it 
well enough, citing Aratos, Menander, and so on, 
and making full use of the fullness of his culture, 
both Hellenic and Hebraic. St. Francis Xavier 
gradually was won over to a respect for knowledge. 
When he first set out on his missions he seems to 
have considered knowledge as a subordinate means 
by comparison with self-sacrifice, zeal, and health, 
but he changed his mind later on. Of course, he 
always considered the gifts of the Holy Spirit and 
a supernatural spirit as superior to all human means, 
but he learned by experience the necessity of human 
knowledge as a tool. He began to ask with increas- 
ing insistence for missionaries who were well trained 
in philosophy and in human sciences, to help him 
evangelize Japan and India. Such has continued to 
be the tradition of the great missionaries who fol- 
lowed him in China and everywhere else. Therefore, 
let us not affect to despise knowledge .... 


“It is true that there have been saints who had 
scruples concerning their love of knowledge, and 
among them St. Gertrude. God permitted these 
scruples to purify their love and to mortify their 
passions. With all, their example still teaches us to 
love all that perfects and ennobles the mind. Such 
a love is particularly necessary to all whose vo- 
cation is education.” 


Leonce de Grandmaison, S.J., We and the Holy 
Spirit. Trans. Angeline Bouchard. (Chicago: 
Fides Publishers, 1953), pp. 184-185. 


Bishop Joseph M. Marling, “Some Recent Papal 
Pronouncements on the Training of Teach- 
ing Sisters,” American Ecclesiastical Review, 
CXXXII (March, 1955), 145-153. 


This article is the text of the address delivered 
by Bishop Marling at the midwest SFC meeting in 
St. Louis, January 7, 1955. His Excellency examines 
several practical measures in line with papal advice, 
which he quotes in some detail. Regarding pre- 
service training of Sisters he says: ‘We have said 
that the Pontiff’s request that the standards of the 
state be met in the preparation of Sisters is equiva- 
lently a plea for four years of college study. The 
recent survey conducted by the Section on Teacher 
Education of NCEA shows graphically how distant 
is this ideal at the moment. We may leave to the 
experts the content of such a degree program, real- 
izing that they will be guided by familiarity with 
educational needs and a sound Catholic outlook. But 
let us urge that the pre-service degree be sought.” 


The complete text of Bishop Marling’s paper will 
be reprinted in the Proceedings of the 1955 regional 
conferences. 
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“From the very beginning the Foundress es- 
tablished a novitiate for the Italian Sisters in the 
motherhouse. When the new convent was completed 
and blessed, she was able to increase their number 
and give them sufficient room, as also to add to the 
number of classrooms in the school, which had thus 
far prospered in connection with the motherhouse. 
Mother Celine, having organized truly religious 
homes on the missions, now undertook the education 
of the Sisters in Rome, with the purpose of deepen- 
ing in them the religious spirit and broadening their 
cultural outlook in the one-choir congregation. This 
was her greatest concern. ‘The education of the 
Sisters,’ she often said, ‘is our first school, since 
we constitute only one choir.’ ” 


Reverend Mother Teresa Kalkstein, C.R., Mother 
Celine Borzecka. Chicago: Sisters of the 
Resurrection, 1954. 


Ole Sand, Curriculum Study in Basic Nursing Edu- 
cation. New York: Putnam’s Sons, 1955, 
225 pages. 


Religious communities trying to plan a formation 
program which will make broad general culture 
available to their Sister nurses as well as to their 
teachers will be interested in this book. The study 
describes how a professional school in a university 
is seeking to apply present knowledge of curriculum 
planning to the improvement of its basic program 
in nursing education. The present volume is a 
progress report of the first two years of a five-year 
curriculum research project now under way at the 
University of Washington. 


The study is being carried on through the co- 
operative efforts of faculty members in nursing and 
in other divisions of the university, with participa- 
tion by the student body in a sincere effort to im- 
prove curriculum through systematic study rather 
than by “curriculum tinkering.” 


From its beginning the project has been con- 
cerned with ways of relating the general and 
professional education of each student nurse. The 
physical, biological and social sciences and the 
humanities are recognized in the study as essential 
parts of the professional nursing curriculum. It is 
noted that much time has been spent on setting up 
and formulating the objectives ‘because they are 
the most critical criteria for guiding all the other 
activities of the Project.” In fact, “the concentration 
upon a smaller number of significant objectives and 
the clear understanding of them by the faculty may 
help to reduce hours of formal classwork and to 
shorten the program through greater efficiency of 
instruction.” 


However a particular faculty or pre-service com- 
mittee on Sister Formation might evaluate the de- 
tails of this study, they can find valuable help in 
the methods and procedures outlined for setting 
up of a carefully planned program. In terms of the 
multiple kinds of personne] involved in the study, 
the Sister Formation conference offers a parallel 
with its recent expansion of the national committee 


to include representatives from the areas of social 
service and nursing, thus forming a broader basis 
for cooperative planning. 


STATEMENTS OF THE HOLY SEE ON THE 
EDUCATION AND FORMATION OF SISTERS 


Compiled by Reverend Joseph F. Gallen, S.J. 
Woodstock College, Woodstock, Maryland 


(continued from the March issue) 


16. The fundamental idea that should spur on 
all superioresses in the fulfillment of their duties is 
the conviction of their sacred responsibility for the 
treasures entrusted to them in the person of their 
subjects. They should fear the loss of the human 
or natural qualities with which their Sisters are 
endowed. When he was asked what qualities he 
wished to find in his subjects, St. Ignatius replied: 
‘All? The aim of every superioress should be to 
— each and every gift that a Sister has mani- 

ested.” 


Rev. A. Larraona, International Congress of Mothers 
General, Sept. 11-13, 1952, p. 100. 


‘17. The present moment is of supreme im-_ 
portance in the development of the history of the 
religious institutes of women, especially in the field 
of their higher culture, intellectual or otherwise. 
In the course of the years and particularly in very 
recent years, Sisters have progressively assumed an 
ever greater importance in all fields of the apostolate 
of the Church. The project of organizing here at 
Rome a Pontifical Faculty for Sisters signalizes, so 
to speak, the culminating point of this progress and 
it would be a symbol, as it were the last word, of 
the progressive development of the higher culture 
of religious women.” 

Rev. A. Larraona, ibid., 215. 


18. “The Juniorate. In the noviceship the for- 
mation of the young sisters is scarcely outlined. In 
the juniorate the formation is continued but not 
with such a detailed program. The juniorate is 
something of an initiation in the apostolate. Its aim 
is to provide against and to prevent those catastro- 
phes that not infrequently follow when young 
Sisters are sent, with no period of transition, into 
the feverish surroundings of the active life, deprived 
of preparation for the serious problems that there 
await them. The Sisters in the juniorate are, so to 
speak, in a halfway stage of formation, in which 
they are not subject to all the rigor of the re- 
strictions of the noviceship nor enjoy all the liberty 
generally granted to the Sisters of perpetual vows. 
During the same time they have the opportunity of 
learning to integrate their professional formation 
with the demands of their religious formation. 


“Whatever be the special form it is capable of 
assuming in the various institutes, the juniorate 
should always maintain the Sisters under the vigi- 
lance and direction of a competent and experienced 
religious. In an ordinary house, not organized for 
a juniorate, the superioress will not have the time 
to be mistress of the young Sisters. The duration of 
the juniorate depends on its intensity; the less in- 
tense the longer should be its duration. All institutes 
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could at least organize courses during the summer 
months for the professional and religious advance- 
ment of the Sisters. There is no objection to a 
juniorate that would last for the entire period of 
the temporary vows. For the institutes that have 
the means to accomplish it, the ideal will always be 
a special house organized for this purpose. The 
triple purpose of the juniorate is formation, practi- 
cal experience, probation.” 


Rev. A. Larraona, ibid., 262. 


Articles inserted in the Constitutions of Ponti- 
fical Congregations of Sisters by the Sacred 
Congregation of Religious during the past three 
or four years. 


19. “After their profession the Mother General 
shall assemble the junior professed in houses of 
formation, where, under the direction of a competent 
Mistress, they shall attend Catholic schools, if such 
exist. They shall be supplied with all means neces- 
sary for the purpose and shall apply themselves 
diligently to the attainment of diplomas that will 
be recognized also civilly.” 


“In at least one set of constitutions this article was phrased as fol- 


lows: “The Mother General and her Council shall establish, wherever 


possible, special courses for the junior professed destined for teaching that 
they may be trained in the sciences necessary and useful for this work.” 


20. “During this time of formation it will be 
profitable to supplement the classes with lectures and 
instructions by learned Catholics, who shall empha- 
size the relation of teaching with Catholic faith 
and morals.” 


21. “After they have received their diplomas, it 
is the duty of the Sisters to advance their know!l- 
edge by unremitting study and reading of the books 
that are constantly being published.” 


22. ‘The Congregation is to adopt the praise- 
worthy custom of an annual meeting of all the Sister 
teachers, under the presidency of the Mother Gen- 
eral, for a discussion of methods of teaching and 
of the traditional pedagogy of the Congregation, in 
order that the schools of the Congregation may not 
only equal but surpass secular schools.” 


23. “They are to study also dogmatic and moral 
theology, ecclesiastical history, sociology, liturgy, 
Gregorian chant, and similar matters, For all of 
these studies the Sisters are to be supplied with 
books for their individual and constant use.” 


24. “Each house shall have a library containing 
Catholic books on the entire field of pedagogy.” 


25. “In explaining Christian doctrine, the Sisters 
shall proceed gradually and, as far as possible, they 
shall aim to instill into the minds of their pupils a 
thorough knowledge of the truths of faith rather 
than to have them commit to memory a series of 
formulas.” 


26. “A Sister nurse must strive to increase her 
knowledge after she has secured a diploma valid 
also according to civil law.” 


Review for Religious, September, 1953, 266-272. 


Fields of Graduate Study and Advanced Degrees 
Conferred in Eighteen Catholic Universities, 
1954. Commission on Graduate Studies of 
bon National Catholic Educational Associ- 
ation. 


This booklet is a revision of a bulletin issued in 
1950 listing the graduate offerings of American 
Catholic universities for the assistance of deans, 
student advisers, and others interested in higher 
Catholic education. Superiors and directresses of 
studies will find the information valuable in plan- 
ning the higher education of Sisters. Copies may 
be requested from Reverend Robert J. Henle, 
S.J., chairman, Commission on Graduate Studies, 
N.C.E.A., Saint Louis University, St. Louis, Mo. 


Review of Formation Doctrinale des Religieuses. 
“Problémes de la religiuese d’aujourd’hui.” (Paris: 
Les Editions du Cerf, 1954) : “The reader will have 
no difficulty in discerning that the doctrinal for- 
mation which is in question is theological training. 
And this problem is of prime importance for the 
future of religious communities. As Monsignor Pepe 
said in Rome in 1952: ‘Today we are all agreed on 
at least the theoretical affirmation that a religious 
woman ought to be as well trained as is possible 
in order to correspond to her calling.’ But before 
this principle can be realized practically, time and 
several stages of action are necessary. Nevertheless, 
it is to be desired that the principle be always kept 


in mind by those who have the responsibility in 


this domain. There is a question of finding out, for 
example, whether in a country like ours the tens 
of thousands of Sisters in teaching, nursing, and 
assisting in parish work will or will not be used to 
the maximum for the apostolate. Nor should we 
forget that the influence of contemplatives too, de- 
pends, in great part, on their education.” 


Trans. from E. Tesson, S.J., Etudes, t. 285 (Paris: 
May, 1955), pp. 265-266. 


“The Blessed Virgin also inspires the lay aposto- 
late, in its diverse forms, in particular those of 
Marian associations and Catholic Action groups. 
For souls desirous of living out the teaching of 
Jesus more sincerely and more fully, for those who 
burn to make it known to others, in particular to 
their fellow workers, for him who wishes to restore 
the order of justice and charity in social institutions 
and to bring to the temporal order of society a re- 
flection of the perfect harmony that unites the 
children of God, the virgin Mary obtains the grace 
of the apostolate. She puts on their lips words that 
conquer without hurting and she animates them 
with an ingenious zeal and a humble, patient, and 
devoted affection, without which the apostle runs 
the risk of growing tired very quickly .... May 
Jesus . . . raise among you an ever greater and 


more ardent group of apostles, priests, religious and 
lay persons.” 


Pope Pius XII, “To Belgian Catholics.” Radio ad- 
dress to a National Marian Congress, Brus- 
sels, Belgium, September 5, 1954. Catholic 
Mind, LII (December, 1954), 744. 
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